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Serm-0x2 At The Funeral 0 1  JakoScl. AaZl Ottesen P r e ~ s ,  Sr, 

A s  vile now p repa re  to l a y  the ~nor t z l  rernaios oi M r .  Preds to rest in  the bosom 
of the ea r th ,  w e  ougt-jt to do that v ~ i t h  a sense of gratittide ;-,nd thanksgiving to our  

gracious God. We know where M r .  Preus  stood in h:5 time of gr i . reQere  on ear th .  
The Lordf s Rpost:e says:  If thou shait confess w ~ t h  th: mouth the Lord Je sus ,  and 
shalt  belieeve in thine hea r t  that God hzfh r a ~ s e d  Hi-rn fr.orn !he dead, thou shalt be 
saved. " (Rorn. 1 0 , 9 ) .  - Mr. Pre~j.i m~itnessed a good coriieision. He w a s  not ashamed 

of the Gospel of Chr is t ,  hu t  kneu, i t  is 'Ithe p o s e r  nf God nzto sa lvat ion to everyone 
that believeth,  " In child -like azth he  ~r?r5:ed in the 'i,ord .Te~ils Chris t  and aourished 
that faith w i t h  the promisee of God's Word arid Sacrzment.  I-ie w a s  aware that he w a s  
i-n the evening of iife and gave t"loi;ght to se t t i ng  hi;  h o u ~ e  In o r d e r ,  knowing that the 
hour of his depar ture  might come 2.t a r y  moment. W e  h2ve e v e r y  reason to believe 
that he walked through the valley of the slladow of death ii:th the w a y  i r t  up by  the 
Lamp of Godq s Truth  znd crossed  over  the b r i d g e  of the: stlre promise  of the Gospel 
to the prormised land. - And so w e  o:lgbt tc, meet tliis d;?y w i t h  the words of  one of 
our  C!I ri s t ~ a x ~  -krs:rial h y ~ n n s  : 

Nom jay w e  cali-n1-i; -rx the  grd\-eS 
This f o r m 9  whereof no do-t~bt we hd-ze 
Th5.t i t s s h ~ l k  r.i.5 e adgain that dd y 
In glr~rioins triumph o ' e r  d e ~ a y .  

:r -* Aue, yo%* are  a bereaved fa mi!^^. aild part~:uihr;-y y o t ~  who have been his 
con-kpanlon and s t a y  all these years w i l l  experience q i l t e  a shock at his absence. 
Adjustrnerlts wi22 h3oe to be made. B-lt you  w i l l  find tha: the Lord  has Eiis own 
w a y  of healing such wounds, especially if continlie t o  feed yourself upon the 
pro-mi s e a  with which your gracious God a i  s o  con so;ed yoirr  h ~ ~ i b d n d .  
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p p 1 -*- !hi; 1>."1 t%r?o :;ears i t  h a s  b e e n  m-7 p:pl.v;iege 2nd picasure to be M r .  Preus's 
;I-. . l o  r*./ H e  F ~ L L  s ~ ~ / g l i ? i 3 ~ ! . l j  i15 h i s  p e w  a t  the S?3!'idzTB sery:":ces a n d  3.n especrally at- 
; (: -,+ ' t 1 ; . s r e u ~ f ~ r ,  1 ~i.~sifeei h i m  and h i s  wife frequently in their hoAxnep dnd - w h i l e  t h e r e  
, <,, "-a .. 2 :li<v;yc a. Large  r a n g e  of ir:tereating things to ta lk  about, there was never  a visit 
:hi.: did -.~ot giv- t .  a:lextion to theology - n. fie!d in whicl.1 he was v;e!l -gro:~.nded f r o m  
C , ~ C ' ~ $ ~ : . ; Y I  kLor4qe and Ckn~istibn se,kzoolf J ~ L u c h  i -n t e re~ ted  ;31ld ipdcj.finfor-med also with 
r ~ c . ~ d  5 to tie z-noder~  heref;ica,l currents ur,~k,ich have  rr-4r.de in-roa.ds 0x1  so ;rsz~.nch of 
;.. * i i . ! l e . r " ~ : ~ l f ~ m  $ ~ d : : ~ ,  

' r 
hi. hi+CJ ~ - I T I C ) T L ~  o fhe r  things: -d ~ n t e r e a t i r ~ g  i de3 -s  aSn~.i! pre~.rk~er~ and preaching. 

~ I F  -xpr.rssed htmseii frequently on the iir,porta?i-.e o i  p;-cilcllers s t i c k k g  ro their 
'5 "=, . i - i ,  % 1 ex?oi;~rli?g i t  137 an orde r ly  mlansaer ,  and by a!-; xnean?; emphssizing the great; 
d;i::*riiiPs of Ca-a ar.d Gospe1. He had a profouqd .:omtempt- for vjha.t he called "show- 

. . 
;20rsic4;" i c  pulpit dmd chancel .  In  a very  recent  b ~ 3 ~ i  he r e r n n r k ~ d  t h a t  he thought 
J-* * 
, t- _ J i + 1 c2 i> p~earhex->-r: ~ ,o~a ld  be so concen-ned about their  -~%;lriP;c b:_rsiness of saving 
f .  fd . iring f o r  soui>s wi th  the Word of God: thxf  i3:ty wor:!d q:onsider i t  a w a s t e  of 
' . ~ Y : - c J  to l-..e dabbling, i n  their ser1n3ps d,nd addre~sgs &nd othesv:ise, in politics and 
: f And 1 know that if h e  w e r e  l i s t e - n i ~ g  loday, h e  vnould consider  that  I 
' r  ;" :. I J Q ~  zttend:-rrg, 10 b13siness i f  t h e  s e r m o n  turned o u t  to  be s eulogy- such as one 
frar:rii+~enil y hr.d.r.s at the funerals of men who 'have been much in the putl3'~c eye and 
I.i1-/e ;ic c - o ~ ~ p l i  shed many things  in public l i fe .  

i z r n  e j p r c i i i l l ~  grateful  f o r  hxs expression.; on those i~ ln t t e r s .  F o r  one thing, 
ii$c:; r r p r F s e n 1  an ent'rely Scriptural point of v i e ~ o .  ; a m  grateixil a lso because they 
lreiya - * L O  res:-lne me fso~.n temptation to spend my timLc and yaws In speaking of mat ters  

lim72g2: in te res t ing  and in a m e a s u r e  edifying, a r e  slit1 subservient  to  things 
: l i . f ! ~ j  ply rc0r.e irnport;..nf-. i therefore  need to make no apologies for choosing a Scrip- 
ti .rre Xexi di-;ling vvitkr the g rea t  issues of i ife and death. and  expounding i t ,  a:; I hope,  
?. ij ~ 4 -  i i ~ t  r5 edi f ica t ion  and comfort  of family and friends, 

1,-t ;fie the:? toda.1- b r i ~ g  to your attention particularl;! two  passages which  M r .  
f - r r ~ - ~ ~ s  t.sper*ia.!ly d-pprecia.ted in a devotion -we lixd i * . r i t  - ~ / i i 2 t e r  when he was in the 

' f h e  fir.;t i s  Irom the treautifuj 103rd. Psalm, ve r ses  15 17:  ' ! A s  f o r  man, 
1 

5 :%; d2-:?.; a r e  as gr;?-ss: as a flovv'er of the field,  so  he f ' lourishetb, F o r  the wind pass- 
f ovf . r  i t ,  avd it i s  gone; and the  p i ~ ~ e  thereof s 'n~? l  kn.r!ou i! no more .  But the m e r -  
$ * > :  ~ 1 2  iki:. 1,ord I:: from. el-erlastlng to everla,sting upor1 !hem t h a t  fear  him, and his  
T i a k k e ~ ~ i i  aClf:b" i t.1~jt~3 ch i ld re i? . '~  ~ h ~ ~ d ~ e ~ ,  

'la7. rlote that the Psalmist here use.; an il1dstrcitio-a to  i m p r e s s  a truth - a n  i l  - 
!:~slr:iiioi, 8h lch  w e  can readily ~nderstand: W e  k n o w  hihe Yery t ransient  nature of 
c $# .#kc gr5.i.:; itiid i l o w 2 r j .  P t  i s  be fo re  u s  e v e r y  day. Thl fro-wers you plilre on the 
%-;..\ltL t:;m.o~-ros,v wi l l  be -+,-diited before the day is o u t ,  Thr: Psalmist goes on and says 
+ -  . G L L  18,: i~fr 01 ~ : ; X I  I r  l ike that - very temporary .  -Thata i:, something fiat ave do not 
i.c r e ~ d l l y  h,dmit. t k ~ i ~ g h  vie know that it is true. The f o r m  that during rnos t  of l i fe  
.$:a i f h - 3  ~ - i ~ ~ I - ~ ; , d i r ~ c n t  of J?_eq.ith and .;,igor., now l i e s  irbreinkera and cojd a.;.ld de ;~d in 
f Li=. , ;, :;:~-,:1 P > L C  ,#, Lo re 115, 



And it is not only the Chris t ian that recognizes this trrLs~sient nature of human 
life,  The  heathen. too acknowledge it. The poet Byron ptrt i t  this way: "My days a r e  
in the yellow leaf ,  the flowers and fru'ts of love a r e  gorre; the w o r m ,  the canker,  and 
the g r i e f  a r e  mine alone. " -The heathen Roman Emperor s ,  in the midst of the glam- 
orous fra,n-fare of their  position and power -were frequeatiy reminded of the grave with 
the l ~ o r d a :  "Sic t rans i t  gloria rnundi, "Th2~s passe ;  the gioity of the wor2d, " At 
every ba?ria% serv ice  we confess: "Out of the dust wa.st thou taken, and unto daxst shalt 
thoc re turn ,  Ear th  to ear th ,  ashes  to ashes, dust to d u s ~ ,  ' '  

And w h a t  is most  important to know is the Yeast ea.ay +,o aclrnit: The pass-irlg of 
b u m n  life i s  rj, testimony to the power of sin, W e  know ;,vkeat the Lord ' s  Apostle said: 
"By one man sin entered into the world, and death by- sin;  and so death passed aipon 
ail men,  for  that all have sinned. I '  (Rom. 5 ,  12). You and I w i l l  be  k i d  into the grave 
because we have violated the will of oua"holy God. "As f o r  man ,  his days are as 
g ras s :  as- a f l o w e r  of the field, so he flourisheth. F o r  the ~ l i n d  passeth over i t  and 
i t  i s  gone; and the place thereof shall know i t  no more ,  f f  

Is the re  no hope then? Is  there  nothing in this w o r l d  of vanity and universal 
death to satisfy our  longing for everlasting l ife? Our Psalmist saps: "As for  man, 
h is  days a r e  a s  g ras s :  a s  the flower of the f ie ld,  so he ilourisheth.. BUT the m e r c y  
of the Eord is f rom everlasting to ever'sa.sting, -upon them t h a t  f ea r  h ~ m ,  acd h i s  
r ighteousness unto children's children, ' I  

Two words a r e  to be especially noted: 

1. ) ! 'The MERCY of the Lord. MERCY - that quality in Cod by  which he forgives 
sin.  That i s  the grea t  theme of the whole Psa lm:  The Lord i s  rnerciful and gracious 
. . . . . H e  hath not dealt  with us af ter  out s ins ,  . . . . A s  f a r  as the eas t  is f rom the west ,  
so f a r  hath he r e n o v e d  our  t ransgress ions  f rom us .  

2 , )  "His  RIGHTEOUSNESS unto chi ldren 's  children, ' '  The believers of the Old 
Testement  knew about that righteousness in prophecy: "Behold, the days come, 
saith the Eord ,  that T will ra i se  unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall 
reign and p rospe r ,  and shall execute judgment and justice in  the ear th.  In his days 
Judah shall be saved, and I s rae l  shall dwell safely: And this Is his nzme \&bere-  
by he shall be called: THE LQRD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. (J~P, 2 3 ,  5, 6) .  That 
w a s  a prophec:y of the corning of the Lord Jesus  Chris t ,  W e  Iino~w i t  in its fulfillment 
"When the fulnens of the t ime was come, Cod sent forth H i s  Son, mzde of a women, 
made lmder the Bath to redeem them that were  under the l a w o f '  (Ca:l,, 4? 4 a 5) .  He 
perfectly fulfilled the Law which we were  obligated to fulfill. bxt could not. He 
took the consequences of our sin upon. Himself and made s~t i s fac t ion .  for it which we 
could ~ o t  make. Thus He fulfilled all RlGHTEOUSNESS for  us. "Cod made Him to 
be sin for  us ,  who knew no sin, that w e  might be made t h e  r - tgbteo~~sneus of God 
i n  him. " (ZCor. 5 ,  21). "God was in Chris t  reconciling the world unto himself,  
not imputing the i r  t r e spasses  unto them. " ( 2  Cor ,  5, 199, His righteousness its 
imputed to u s .  God for  His sake forgives sin. He declares  r:s righteol-1s. He 
justifies us, He looks on us in Christ  zJ.s though we had 3eve-d- sinned, That i s  our 
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t::jn-o.;iion K I  our death \/a:!ry. T h e  m e r c y  of CIod i r i  G k r i i t  J e s u s  in W h o m  a n d  
t i ~ f a t l t b  GVhorn dea th  ii i \ x ~ ; i o . ~ ~ e d  .la iil ~;i<tor;-. 

1'4 11 l~r ingz ,  us to oz r  second passdge,  ! f.'eter < ,  2 3  . 24: "For all flesh is ;s 
F 5 and ajl the giory ol man ;,s the floin.er oi g r . ~ ~ ~ . ~ .  i'pAi- grab, wi the re th ,  and 
-i h2 i:o ,sser i l k 2  reof f-.il rth LW:? y, b?it t h e  W O R D  O F  :'1--10 iAr?RD EiVDURDTIi FOREVER.  

i-r ir ' i  :hi, is the W o r d  -&high hy the Gospe! 2 : ;  g r c z r  c i -o :~.  " 

--!-l 7 

L rlz -;;or&- by ~ L i c h  God jhcyved mercy  iniai; no4 doti.: i t ,  -3 co rne r .  God has revealed 
: t  4.c) 1 3 s ~  He h;ls  : O L ~  ,-~boud. ' t o  "We h d s  c o m x - n ~ ~ j e d  11r'fo zp,s the Word of re~onc~l- 

- - I :  2 (2, Car. 5, 19). Th:s t e x t :  l ike the e:npha;izes the changing char-  

nf r :ervthing j.r.aterial ar.d the f i ~ k l e n e s ~  5r.d */;nit v of el.-er1thir.g human. Every-  
C r, 
J P 4 ! .b ,-=. ,.::ireria: viill c.'r,dnge and c l e c ~ ~ y .  and men r n 5 y  be l i t 5 r s .  HiT-f' T H E  WORD OF 
r 7  I F -  

A -1.. LJORD EP\ICL'RETE$ FOREVER. He has told 1.~5 a t  H i s  rne r iy  in a language we 
: * ,  n ; i i i d ( : r s t ~ i i d .  H e  w r ! j  no t  go i~&r .k  on Hii. Word. Our .;:rl%i;rt~on i s  fot:nded ilpon 
-i-hi:z ~ s r - o ~  .,and w ~ r k  sf Ses3.s %he etern:xJ So2 of G s d  F3irnse-39fe It i s  assured to 11s in 
rrt: Gospei  of  H i s  m e r c y  ond imputed rghtgou?nt : i  -,, 4.1 t h e  Word  of God ~ ~ h i c b  i s  as 
; ' ib:rc#~:  ,nd :sup.e 2s God Mikcself,  

-*- 
! he l i e  th i~ag3 w e  need to k n o ~ r ~ .  'Wit-hoi l t  $hem dl i ;  i / a r ~ i t h -  ar,d hopelerr;ness. W i t h  

* 
3 e  c6xl we can j i v e  2 tr"~e!y happy and alzel'ul l i fe au;d die + "b;i.ssed death, 

j-m 16, eli .r.i~l;re tha t  many there are - some p n : ~ ~ i i - , ~ i - ~  irt this ~udience - wlio look 
I :~P\ -  !hifigs temporal 3 . 5  i f  they  were eterria!; who  ?nr:.p, t h r r n i e i f  up in the r i ~ s e l  of 
5 -&orEd C I S  i f  it were an eterriity-proof armour; +-~ko are so bl:s) with i h e i r  work 
r:r:d I""; !hse+ t h e y  have no lime to face the f ~ c t s  tea ! i i t i i_ ;~ i ly  - 30 t ime  to brlrig 
i B t  t + f . . i  eyes i c  read, and ears  to heitrp and hearts to xnderstand t h e  things th;~t make 
4 ;\, <-, - r r i l e  pe;ce and usefulne.; 3 .  Thi t  I., a fooih;\rdy ex! i t  e n c e .  

i m  i l s o  : w a r e  that many there are - and possibly- &!so some in  t h i s  audience  - 
C,o ~h~o:i 'd r lot  deny that r h e  Word of the I-ord endureth forever: hut viho a r e  not sure  

tl-*ji = ~ . - ~ i / o r * ~  can know thdi Word. They r ega rd  it anthinkable t h z t  the  Lord \would cause 
:! i~: be: recorded i n  words in a+ book. T h a t  too, i a  n fool -hardy and blasphemous 
.-+;<tn:de tc) $,ak," 

.-.rn glc+d ?n state  lhz+  t h e  t h i n g s  of God's mercy brld truth i n  Christ J e sus  as re -  
-13 ;dt.:c' l y ~  ti-ir Sacred Scriptures - these M r .  P - r e ~ s  bel ieved and confessed. In these 

+ k i : F ~ q ~  h e  found h ~ s  hope and cansoiatior;. Ax~d h e  h4 s ~ o i  bee= gn i  to shame. 

I - /  ~ J I C . ~ .  - .;ox. too,  d ~ a -  f r i e r d s ,  be reiiijst5. M a y   yo:^ rer:og:!ize the va.nity dnd pass -  
I-:$: : t ~ t ; i r r  of e v i r y t k i i ~ g  material and h u m a n .  M i y  yolr recognize that you toa, because 
.2i i 7 . i  :%rc j l ~ ~ i 1 - j  i i r i h j r r z t  to God' s curse and ever/astir]g ded-tho RUT may you also 
' *  3,; :n ~ r d  i - o d e 9  i the Word of God's grace and m e r c y  in Chr is t  Jeslrs r e ~ ~ e i l e d  in the 
; , t : ~ : : -  - tir)-;. Gobper. - It w i l l  riot f a i l  .ioli, bl:t w i l !  ired you through the valley of the 
'2 ~ d o m  of death into the glorious mansions of eternal :lie. " T h e  Word of the Lord 
h 3 -  Arid this is the word a h i c b  12-y the gospel I; p r e a c h e d  unto you." Amen 
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(co!lcBz:ded froim t h e  M a r c h  I -51rc) 

The pEPropE';zt D u r i n g  %he Reign of Zedlek;:3k _-__ - _ ; * - -- __ --- ---_1-- -- ---1-=z- -- 3-- i _ _ -z-==* 
Zedi.L:lih -z&s not the tyrn;li i.'.A;il .!et~oid.iii~n ~ ~ 1 , -  . i i e  -dta; m o r e  heLzvolei.lt, 

but at the same kiiv-e u las  xr eak & = . ~ d  -C c t ~ i Y : ~ t ;  ng, , f e r e ~ v ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  &'a ;qOt,r 2bie to &ppear in 
public anci did ~ o i  have to hide f r o m  the  E k g ,  -1- c l-.-lpf:;a 2 1  01 !i:rr3-~11h.h w e  read that 
Zedekiah :sent lD;s SII-PU r t '  ct Zephaniah  to engul re :.:f ,re rerni ;r "\i:, ,ii-~,at ~ h t :  JJord Fad to s a y  
about their rda t ior l s  wlth Babylon, Jc rtrr~iah forero7d tk2l 13;..b-;.lorl would c-onquer 
what  was left of the city 2nd t h a f l e d e k i h h  z ~ d  b i s  :=.cricnnt 5 ~ ~ 0 i 2 t d  be cdptured and 
shown no xnercy, chapter 24 \Ate z r e  toojd thzif- Jerc;;s . i~h 5 za: da s , iGon ~f two baskets 
of f i g s ,  Orle h;kd - , z ry  good C i p ,  t h i s  r e p ~ e s e n t e d  tbr:  3i;cjpi.t: fi.:at. ,~,~eri:l carried 
away e:aptivl, the h e a t  of the nation, T h e  oth--;cs;o: ri-epr-e~c-~~tcd t>xLd f i g s ,  +23e5t' were 
the poor a ~ d  i e s s  capakPe liefa. in Jrzdr-i,h. .Terexlia!-$ eo:rld -,tle r:o hope f o r  those 
who T1~7er.e left b l h i ~ d ,  12: those ~vho ..il el-- cc?ptl.rri-:d *A  ~ i i . ' d  J ~ l d r ,  r r  ':he c i t y  of Babylon 
in pe;ce they -t~o-,Id ever1t1ld1-y be able to r e t : ~ . r n ,  

In t h e  n~eantime Egypt v ~ a a  at4 r r - i ~ ; ~  lip the -,w.ilz:l: ~ ~ o u ~ t s - i e a  agiiin -it- Babylon. 
Under p r e s ~ t n r e  or' the f a l s e  prophet.?, ZedeXiaIt.  ccl.,-b- hxZ is-6 ?s  rth these rebel l ious  
nations aghl.rast Bah ylon. Jer.ern9-ah tk:e~-eupon -mdde C; I o h  G~2d >%ox e it abc?ut h i s  
neck as a s y-mkjo? of the fact that Judalt. shorsld .a;em2in uwrder the yoke of Babylon. 
In 27, 6 - 7  he cdPlu Nrbr~chadnezear  the a e r ; ~ ~ - n t  of the L o ~ d  j ,~td  ~ d y t - '  k % l h f  Ji-dah 
should serva'l h'm- and not reltse8.. EE t he )  did t h e y  wna~?cf 1- ,j de<t)r.oyt=d, ..Teren>izF! 
took the nmt ter  out of poli t jcs  a ~ d  naade? i t  a, :matter of  ol-~ey. r;g t b e  Lord, -that they 
should not rebel against, Babylon, 'This broilght. 2- c:a::k: x:\sth. t h e  falfie prophets,  
One of the=], Elanzniah? took the vitooden yok,e dnd 'i.iv-oke :* ,  . < a : i i ~ i g  t h a t  tkey xvould 
not have to  s e r v e  Rab~Pon ,  Btlt Serelriiah then forged a i eke sf ron to  shnlnv that 
the yoke c:ouId not be broken, 

Zedek"a"m heid off rebel l ing  F I ~ ~ ~ L J x ~ ~ ~  t h e  B;3,b:::;bt$ll?,1! 3 i"'tiJ about 588, Then 
al.nder new Leadel-chip f rom Egypt th t  re'i-:eiiioQ broke r>,.it, Nebi:rkladne E Z F X . : ~ '  "moved 
s v ~ i f t l y  to put the revoP:~tion, ln  588 be laid s iege  - *.o J ~ . r u ~ . : ~ i e r n ,  Resis tance 
wa.; futile. Jeremiah ~diii? ed the chti L C ~ Y ' ; ~  to d e s e r t  to the B-,ihyion!a- nf thsy 
vjanted to save ~ l j e i r  1 i ~ e - s ~  J e r e ,  %'4,8-"3 l L ~  c,hapter 37 v 2 e  .:.-re told that there  
w a s  a. 1u3.! irr  t h e  battle bec-iust: P lnaranhi  -, ar:-.s;v came otzr ag,ztn- r the Baby~oniaxns, 
This gzve those In Judzh new hope, Brlt .%crerni,2h pror;heqred tY:+ they woa?ld come 
r ight  bzck ~ n d  destnwov the.m, (In aC,e'~~,l~?f, of th,-.;.3e r e C 0 ? 7 ~ i r ~ 2 ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ 4 ~ 0 9 , 9  L T ~ ~ e ~ ^ l i . ~ ; 3  i. V V ~ S  

a c c u ~ e d  of weakenjng the  bar,du of the men of ma.r, Ocle d ~ - /  Z ~ ~ I I ~ P  ;ere;rc~kh vi,~zis 
going to his h o n ~ e  t o w n  he was a r r e g t z d  " k ) ~  t h e  princes? :, : i -u -ed  of de~ert?ng to 
the en,e:rnyl beate:: snd imprisoned,,  

The k i c g  X V % ~  so weak and vacE l"itSrlg that Lsc st?:; t hc~ugh t  ieremsah might 
be r ight,  so  he hsd hi-m brought sec re t l y  orit of the p t : s o i .  . l e ~ e r n i n h  '~1.23 asked 



b.7 t h ~  k ing,  "45 there  ari; -word f rom the i,nrd?" 7'1-ie rjrophrt v l a r  rri.ther kindly 
fov  *i r d  the king but only rern'nded hiem t h a t  I?:- prnphzjie.; vrere coming true. 
%edeki;-h w a s  .ibo:lt to r e 7 . e . i ~ ~  hirn f rom pr-L;n:l \ , d ; m n  r he  princ:es again rr~tervened 
2:-d di:inc?a.d-.d t h a t  he be put to dexth. Zerlekiz?.i gqr-r i r l  d . ~ d  the princes let  
.:c-+rmi:ij- down by ropes into z c i i t e r n  ~ : s e d  to f - s t r h  :~ i : i t f?~ during the r z iny  season. 
There  he was left  to starve. E v t  h e  w a , ~  re3:::t:d : j \ i  i l -  Efhlopian Eq~nu-cb who at 
t h ;  klng::i order:i,  drew hi-m out of t h e  pit  a n d  re i l ~  rzii i : / ~  t o  the court g1:ard. 
I'Je.r, 3 8 ,  6ff3 

."n chapter 38, 14.-28 w e  a y e  told t hd i  Zt:ide.2s:F oS; : -c  2g-3in sent f o r  Jeremiah 
y ~ c l  ar~ot-her secret- conference took, piuce b u t  G- ? + ?  -h;- +;w*;e res~xkts. 'The end of 

" * Z c d t i k ~ i ~ h  w a s  t e r r ib l e .  The Ba.byLo~-~iaqs r-nad(> . i - --, i h  :n the wal! of the city. 
l',edeL,i;?h was capt~red, rn*z~dt. to view the e x e r $ ~ :  l 9 ~ 3  of hi *2 ;on., h a d  his eyes put 
i3:-i said was carried off in -,ha?;n,s t.o Baby 409, .:hap! er. 3qq 11-12 w e  a r e  told that 
!Ve'rri!t:?1ad~1ezz~a~r released Jeremiah  frr3-m ~ T T  son,. 

Tkc Lachish Let te rs  [Jer, 38, 4-1 
i rr__ _-- - -x - -- _ ------ - = ---- 

Q-soled from the book "Archaeo!ogy ~ ~ i d  i i ; ! y ; t .  F l i  ; t o r y u ,  page 222, by 
- e e "J;7 t h ~ l  excz~ipation of the site e a l J c ( !  ?.el":d-%$i~weir,  @pbi8eantWikd 

- . ~ ~ 3 h  the Biblical tow? of LJachish, 3. Lo S1:;trk~y fo.:-id :-ii ~$135 a group of 18 
~ o t ~ b i r d s  bearing on t h n i r  sariace severa .1  mi!"!;,rv 7.1e , - ; g e s  w r i t t e n  by an army office 
r a  his s spe r io r  officer stationed at Lachish. :AT. 1.". l i ihr lgh-t  ha. pointed out that in one 
of t b e ~ e  l e t t e r s  (No. 6) the army officer coxnpii:::1t7 :'i:.ri y,i-;e royal officials had sent 
g.:? r : rc~i!a~ I r t tecs  w h i c h  m e a k k e  the hard5 of the pt:u;ie-. The army ofiicer who  
pate t h a h  Lachj sh l e t te r  used the expm-es 3ion, " . j ~ , e s  k e n  the h~nds, " "L describe 

.he effect of thr  cver-optimism of rhe Toy&! o f i ~ ~  l.: i s .  - 5 j r X ~ ~ e d s  the officials, 
r t i z r r e d  to in the book of Je remiah  in turn had ur%.id f h e  s~i-rne expression in 
r l ~ s f * r i b i n g  the  e f f e ~ ~ t  of Jc-rerniah"~ re2;i-s~~~ pr?phec-7; ..r,~.i~.erniag the approaching 

< - 5-i'; of 3 e rusa lem.  The royal o f f l c i a ? ~  mere dei2~r,:~d g,x'!ty of t he  ver\7 action which 
rh=e j r  so l~gh t  to  ascribe to %ererniahe~' T h e s e  I)_:eftcr.> tor~tairr 3, n~;mber sf names which 
9 - c 7 : r  in t h e  Bible, Whether the nanles ir:. the L,h6'?:i "1-i z ; - , < + ~ T S  refer  tto the same 

- .  -idi +ridrials as gli-en in the Bi5le one s9nr:ot i->-. ':):,A k t  ;? xigrlificnnt thzt  at leas t  
" h r e e  of rhi: names in the let ters  appea-r in t h e  c m i .  T o  c)r€!y i n  the day. of Jtrerniahp 
Gcartsriah (36, 10) iia,za.rr'la')l, ( 3 b p  3 )  and N e r l  ',kt ( i 6 ,  /+) Ot'.ae?~ names  include Mattaniah 
-:-jd J"ererrni;;h; the r4;;txne J e r ~ r n i a ~ h  i a ~  the -e62e r s  doe- ::fit nec*e:; i ;ar .~ly refer t o  the 
3 Tho .; w e  ha ve dispi! t ibc:  s ~ , d  ~ ~ i l r  ;:rl z , ~  ti, t. i :me J e r e m i a h  w a s  living 

- 3iid;ih a.nd eveil giyiing naSi.mes rnentxo~~ec! k)., t1.c. p r ~ p k r ~ t .  !t is no  wonder Haupert 
vtrLtrrk; ,  th3: w e  have bad no arch.;eo?og~;.r?l dis ; o = . p r y  1.n t o  recent year? which has 
!-.-.d m o r e  d i rec t  c o ~ ~ e c l j o n  w i t h  the Dihlt? trt);~:? t:;e li4.*.-l-il 2h li:tters. They p ~ o v i d e  us 

x t i t " n  a ~rbtua! .  s~~pplernerzf, to  J e r e m i a h ,  j 3  

ThC2 Prophet Dur ing  T h e  Tixne OF Ged;j,i.izLt. li 587- G86) 
---- - L -- ----- ----_= = -  -%-- --_-_ = - -- -- - - - - = =  - -I-- -= 

After  t h e  de;..th of %edek\iah, Jvdah %&;.is b7.t a provgr!ce  of the Cihaldean 
" 1 
r e  N e b z c h a d n e ~ r l r  appointed Gedaiiiil +or of Jill: k , 2 m ,  as the governor. 
C)tid; ‘;rib .ought to con.jol:d,te ail the rebe: f o r . - e ~  i r to  ; ;ay;~, ~i..bjdrng state which w o u l d  



be  subject to tkse Gkaldeans. He pro-mG;ed the people *h :' :F s c;k:a%deanq hkould be 
fa i r  with them ~ u ? d  wodd  rewa,rd them \~ti"eln the fruit.  of t%i.lr 1 - : , ; r x : c - , t 0  The. people 
rall ied arou.--~d GedaEah  shnce he T R Z S  G gaod s t a t e s m ~ ~ r p  - 2 ~ d  ci~d not seek re-~e-nge 
upoa the Chaldeas ,~ .  The  Judean refa~gees  who h a d  f ' e d  t t j  oi-5i.r coa5ti.;rs r o w  

began to r e t ; ~ r s  ? o the i r  homeiz,~d,  

Theye ki o ~ l d  have been a g ~ o d  cb2nc.e f o r  Y,:dak t o  Z . ~ ! k : r ) ~ ~ l e  a :>afe and 
prosperotls h c d  i f  they had cooperated aai+h Gcdf,;j'aha @-( ; t  ~2~ 4 ~ r t a  in Bedouin 
Chiefta-irr r:a.med R;;,aL:s bead other idear;,  Baa?;s rho-c: ,-; j*rdc-zn cap%:%in m m e d  
Ishmael as his pl.i~c>pet, H e  s t i r r ed  zp IshmaeS s.l;d !CY,O~~.,PI-> t3 the extent tha t  
they plotted the destruction of Caedall&., Joha n a p  l-~i+=d Ged2.1i:%k, but Cedaliah 
did not believe him. Ruthlessly Ishmael, accomp-:ri:sd by t e r l  m e n a  w e n t  to  visit 
GedaLdak, T h e y  % e r e  invited to dine ~t~itkn him, W b l l e  t5e-i: b h  e ~ e  a t  t h e  -meal, i n  
Sold violatior_ of the Oriental  law7 of hospitsl i ty !shr~iat?i axd hi  5 m e r  rose up, set 
upon GedaKizh and his colleagues, incla~ding the Ghl-rlde;: of f ;  <-Gabs and murdered  
them ail, E2e also murdered  all hut I0 of 8 0  p ! % g ~ i l ~ 1 * i  3 ~ L . . c 3  h a d  come to t h e  temple to make 
the i r  szcrif ices,  

His  dastardly wr, rk  done, 1shrn:ael compe? led  the ~ $ 2  re population oB Mizpah, 
including the roval pr incesses  who had Reen  p u t  in Ceda.i l  -.1-%k trc3rep and almost  
cer ta inly ik-kcl udtng J e remiah  and Baruch? t o  proceed to6ri- t-d f!rnxnor~, When Sohanan 
and the ca,ptains and their men. hezzrd of this they rushed t o  j ~ t ~ ; a " ~  ept Ishmael,  They 
-met at  the pool of Gibeon, The Judean people ahancloned :~t:mr;;.ci ar,d ~oixied Jabanon. 
Ishmsel -la.-; aiever and escaped into the Am-monite cocvtr~ of K1qg Baali3, 

Now the rest les  and gearsome people brad to dec'd? vdiazt they vl;iould do, 
Thev viere afraid of r e p r i s a . 1 ~  should they go back to .Tudi..-i irec,i.tcise they knew of 
the w r a t h  of Nebucbadnezzar, They asked Jeremiah for ;1, i;:3:d frolm the Lord,  
J e remiah  told them tbat God wanted them to go down t o  5:gyp-ta 

The r e ~ ~ n a n t  thet fled to Egypt iaciuded at 2ez-zi s a - e ~ ~ S .  tho~~sand.  people, 
including Jeremiah and Baruch, for eve? though they d; ;-regirirdzd his edvicd they 
stil l  wanted him the re ,  Of the  journey to  Egypt w e  kx-:obi. ;in+b-i-~g, W e  know only 
t h a t  they czme at length to EgyptYs f ~ o n t i e r  f o r t r e s s  'I'ahph.l,rrkte:~, whe re  a - ready  
many Jews lived auld f rom whom t h e y  woadd ~ . , m t r i r a 4 1 ~ 7  i : I h h h e  il w~e!come. However, 
we know very ' i  Z r l e  about the life of t4xs reu"r"~nant of S:ldCirl IT, Egypf;, 

'X'he il e w s  fe:L tbat now they ~ ~ o u l d  be safe from !:he % 7- 2th of the  C.".baideans. 
Baxt Jerem.n.ab xloy;r makes  another ~yi-nboPir prophecy ,  5k;o~i:Lt. 3.fle-r - t hey  u r i v e d  
in Tahpbankes a divine impu.lse came t o  the prophet w:P! ( 1-1 t+xp;2iL:!f-1y obeved. 
"In secrecy1 '  w h i c h  Skinner interpet -; ;s tmplyjcg a ~m.igl.; Jcer:t,, JereimrxE-i took 
sodme largr ,  ;tortes a3;d buried them in the Qliadrangle ivto ~:,ltii~;h opened the gate of 
royal governtnent office buikding. Then(43:IC') comes $he ILTord Q E  tE;c L o r d - -  he 
i s  br inging Neb:lc.badnezaar of Babylon !n a pktlrrdering ~ - . P C T L ~ ? - - ' * C ~ ~  ::giin.-4. the Pharaoh  
of Egypt, He ~ w i i 8  b r i n g  the E g y p t i ~ n s  cszdes h i s  power", alrd She 3e L~lried &rid now 
i.nvisibBe stones ~ v l b i %  f o r m  the %oundation for  the Ch.%;-de;311 i -?a xslt?r1s Ih ronr?  over 
which he -w.f19. stretch h is  cazopy, 'The v e r y  .Parad i r?  vvho;s prcstect-7on J i l d a b 7  



f lec igg frorn the Ch%ideans, has placed he r  t r u s t p  -*vl:l jtsefpf be smitten by those 
szme Cbaldean.~, 

S e r e n ~ i x h ' s  prophecy, '~k.ickk did not imr,?.j the -pt.,?am~;ljinent occupat~on of 
Z g p t  1,y the Chaldeans but a. chastising expeditioa o f  super ior  strength w a s  
~,c,tualJlr  fulfilled in  thc: thirty -seventh. year of N e S u a ? - , ~ ~ d ~ l : z s a r ~  588, some izine- 
t e e n  -prezrs 2,fter Jeremiah '& u/ords  w e r e  spoken,, 

Fke Last Prophecy of Jeremiah 

> - 
Tn chapter 44 TiNe have the 1 a . s ~  proph.e:)r i ~ t  - eriii~31iiaF- to the people of Judah. 

I rq Ar! ~ssembi-gr  as called for all Judeans ( X / ~ O  T.:,JCZ~E r r : ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ l ; ~  It included those living 
i n  the extreme Northern part of the country (Migdoj  ;:r~d 7'alrTa.nhes and Memphis) ,  
2nd those who were in I;pper Egypt {Pathros], ,  hcttb Jejvt-3. who bad been settled 
theye a long t ime and those who were  newcomers 02 the  scene, It emtiraced the 
en t i re  ia-iaspora in Egypto 

To the Diaspora in Egypt c a m  the Lord '  5 rocis:2zi5%e through Jeremiah,  
TLe truth of that xvorM should now be c lear  to et ie  , f  L I ~ ~ ~ Y I ,  that the clesolatzovm of 
,Jesi,isal,em and a41 Iudab represents  the Lorid's j ~ d g e ~ ~ e ~ t  upon his people because 
of their  s i ~ s  ( V s r ; ,  1--2) Jeremiah a s k a  them f i h y  ~ h c y  'la:-ive c u t  themselves off 
froxn t h e  land of Yudah? w h y  they have begulz w o ~ k l ~ ~ p p l n g  t h e  false gods of the 1 ~ a d  
sns tead  of their  %eho~,7ah, But in $4, I6 -we are told that  !he men would not l isten 
to him but were  determined to continue to "bus-n i-srce:l,se t o  t h e  queen of heaven and 
to pear out drink offerings to he r ,  just a s  w e  and ozr f ~ ~ k ~ e r s  hBve done"" 

A s  at the very  beginning of his  nllnlstrjr: Jercmir ih  became aware  that the 
? ,o~"d  U ~ S  "awake over his word to perform ih " 5 9  at tl7e end of it he i s  solernl y aware  
1 1 1 ~ 1  God was awake over his word to perform i t  i n  j i igernrnt  upon the remnant of Judah. 
Keenly did he fee! bow great w a s  the responsibility of th-is present Judean remnant 
for the future of Judean religion. The t ragic  Fact w a i  rha.t they had no t rue  faith in 
the Lord to pass on, 

'The worship of the Lord on  the pa r t  of the Egyptian Jews is a dead faith, 
tz ~ 1 4 ,  that land soon the time wiP1 come -when t h e  wo-rship of the Lord wi14 be extinct. 

According to Leslie the words of Jererni2ki corne to sn end in chapter 44, 26-28.  
Piere he appeals to  t i x ~ e ,  Time wjLI tel l  whose w o r d  i s  true, His prophecy ends w i t h  
the same thougwa as that wi th  which it  began., "1 iirn amd"ikf: over  m y  word to accom- 
pf is 'ra :it1: (1, 121, 

?'he Personal i ty of Jeremia-k, 

Of all the prophets of the Bible, Je remiab  4s p r o b i b l y  the rnost interzliisti,ng9 
beczuse the mos t  self-revealingo Xone have told us 5 0  ~ r r ~ ~ c h  aboait themselves,  the i r  
i ee l~r igs  and emotions, as this t r ag ic  figure? so  strzngtlq* compounded of intrepid 
boldness,  which rn* him brave the f ierce animosity 2nd  hatred of people 2nd 
l e a d e r s  alike, and a diffident shrinking f rom his $ask of te l l ing  them the doom which 
inexorably aw&+it s them- -a task which. he fain wo-ilid abznclon altogether i f  h e  could, 
but m ~ s t  pe r fo rm despite himsehf, Other prophets delivered their messages ,  but 

page 9 



revea1t.d l i t t l e  of what they felt in doing s o .  e r e r n ~ a h  goes k t h e r ;  h e  reveals: tile 

psl-cbclogy of 'he prophet,  lays basre the emotion of thc. r n c n  s i ~ g i e d  out to he the 
-mouth piece of Cod, We -icn~ght h<~-;.e exp~c t - ed  a f e d :  -xg r f , : G . , T I G ~ ;  rr?stczid Jeremiah 
feev  s poign; nt sorroiz;, a? ti-mes e - ~ t * ;  rebelilousnez s ;1ci.:n -.;. h.; Ikvi-el y ordained 

' 6  

r' 

m l s a l o n .  3' 

i - l  * r Dere ti; generdl dlragreemznt  rzmocg a u t h o r ?  -,: to  t l te r e a l  persor:al~ty of 
Jerexni>.h, So-rne believe t h a t  his p rophesy~~ng  doown anr i  k; 5 g ? o ~ - n y  p redhctions 
c o ~ c e s n J 7 g  t h e  flit-;re of Judah a r e  due s71rnpl.y to the  tll;_,f be x.;4::2~ ;% born  

cornpl;lr.;ner, a so r : a i  misf i t ,  an unfriendly, uncomprQnl3 3ing man. They  ::ornplete- 
ly dis regzrd  the fact  that in his prophesying he w.ii sirnpiy obeying the wi!i of God 
and speaking t h e  words that God gave t o  h i m .  Ye;,, k!a per.so~q;,:.ity 1s s u r e l y  bound 
up in  his -6iorir a n d  slrows hilt s o m e  read : o t ~  bii. jtFire-nent5 more  than 
oaagh~ t o  be attributed t o  his owan See:ings,  

" -9 One 5uthort-, Brooke Pete3-s Ghaxrch, l b r x  s i : r ~ ~ . k ,  The _ _____ Px3iv2te Lkj ye9  - of -- the 
"- 

Proyhets ,  i*i;kes Je remiah  out to be 2+ complete mi,iii. L h e  pz.isa.ge? "Before 
---a- 

1 formed thee :n the befly $ knew t h e e  and be fo re  thou .-~xr>.euf. forth 3~11 of the womb 
'I: sanc t i f~ed  thee, and Z ordained thee a prophet to the ~;i5"l~ons' l  j c r ,  I ,  S? @hvcircln 
in te rprz ts  as  :eremi  ahq  s own  ra t lo~al iza t ior i  of why i l t  i - tl;iie,-ent f r o m  other men, 
instead of c;ept i r ig  it 2 s  it stands as God's r e v e a a t i a ~  lo T t l - e ~ ~ l l ~ P i .  From. this 
passage C:h~~rckL drdh s the u~warn-an ted  concl.usior! t b z t  , T e r e y r c i ~ h  w a:; a, socicx 
misiit from boyhood. I-Ie cor jec tures  that as a boy 're W C L ~  %or b , s + p e ? ?  .iiE.ed, w a s  the 
butt of ~"1~61-2 tea : j~r \g ,  aud w a s  left O A , : ~  of n s s o c i a t j o : ~ ~  ~j7AtIr o r h e r  c. l .~ i%dr i . .n ,  

Rxbbf Freedm;in,  in h i s  book oul .Jeren-liah, t ske  -? the f ippos~te  .view>, He 

says ,  ",Tererniah k.lib been called a pesssrn'st, Hig x e r ~  c ~ & ~ ~ ? - f e  h3d bea,3~me ~ymbo?i ic  
of glso~.m. Yet. rLo th~ng  could be fi?,rtt.er f r o m  the t_~ ' : , l th~ 3-1: s i me? (Rere not cast in 
p6easa.nt places .  He was fated to see  the :~t ter  de;!r;~c.tiiiri of k':a belov-ed cao~nt ry ,  
and his p~.ophe~s".es  ;mnst be vi2wed 191 t h ~  "tgbt, LT i 5  TOE ~ c - ~ r r e c t  6 0  de,rr. ',5e 

3 - him as rea~;st3c: opt imist ;  ' r e a l i 5 t - i ~ ' ~  because be u o;lM act -!re hl.j,Bed., IBOP d.110~ 
the penpi2 to oe li:kled3 into ,; fz'lse ee::,le of s e c u r l t ~ i ;  '.ophrj-lt 5t ' hec-al~sc: k i e ~ ~ ~ i d  
the i - r r ~ ~ ~ ~ e d i a t e  bhacknesr h e  E a<% a Ss ,gErt.me:;s f o r  h;r i ~ e o p j ~ e ,  spj r i t u i l l y  pcn f i ed  
by t h e i r  s t n f f e r i n g ~ ,  res tored to their hornela-~d~ 3, re11713 ted ;ci.:..tion C.:-vlng on lhelr  
own s o ~ l ~  

Tke P r o p h r : ~ ' ~  Tenderrless _--__-- - _ I=--- a=-_?- 

Sere~-r~;zh sb?o\s~ s a sper'bz \ knowledge and sympal-!) y iii, ,ti? d u % 3 1 6 ~ ? e 3 3 5 ,  He  knew 
the h a u n t s  and h a h i t s  of t h e  beast5 aKd r.-:;cis, t h e  w i ld  o n e  the! I r r rked in  the 
t ~ ( ~ p ~ i n d  g~ovdth of tCie ,Soda3  ~,(a$lev;  trie r:r-n:s.;ler, shyer k:r;d, t b ~ t  i:t.vecf in the uplands,  
dnd the doc~e,sI.:c an ima l s  t h a t  '.;:a 4: 02 e v e r y  far.rn, His  pwe;?c^k~i%i;g rn l a t e r  
l i fe  -is pervaded w.tth re ferences  to  the v/!l,d Life st%,hic~- hz c7iaxie t o  I Q V ; ; . ~  so  deepi-y 



"Therefore  a, lion o ~ t  of the fores t  .;b?ll slit- t n e m  2nd 7a;i)olf of the evenings 
7 F 7 < 

o h e  5 6  Lions  axad wolves >ti?"! ~sc2-21~dt;rl in the jungle region 
7 Jeric-ho, a r eg ion  vvh'ci? he could look dotfin -1.1~03 f r :~n- l  k i s  kkosne, a d  which 
;;L; xtot too loiig ;?* u~.?:lk for  a n  active boy. f lYr ; , :  t!rL~ st.,?:-4 i n  the heaven knoweth h e r  
~~ripi-tinted t imes;  and the tur t le  and the crane a-a~d t h e  z;i;c,;.itow obse rve  the t ime of 
t\c;.ir coming,. . ( 8 ; ' 7 )  

Chtlrch. belleves that  his fondness for a,,r:~miii > ;A/ 2 3 a, r.e.;;~lf of hi s rejection 
by- 11:s f e u o w  plgayurtales -while he w a s  a boy, br i t  m e  f ixd rhrc,  h r d  to believe, 

Lvx his descriptions he betrays a" htlm~2c y?ipr-li-iv f o r  a r p i ~ n a l s  thz t  is quite 
-.~:l?zke anything e l s e  in the Old TestamenL The-9-I;. Is p,;r e ~ g u e c ' i ~ l l y  vivid word- 
ra..ctr.;.re of wild c rearures  in a time of drought: a2m05t  rnodern -in its fellow - 
fee':i:.bg fo r  the  s t r icken  beasts, ' iYea ,  t h e  h - ~ d  ei,iso ~ r 2 i ~ i i ~ b d  ix the field, a.md 
:^r,-r.,ook. i t ,  b e c ~ a ~ s e  t h e r e  was no gxass, Acd t?,e ui;:d k s + c s  did stand i n  the high- 
p"?,-r.e-;;, they snuffed 11p the w i n d  l ike h a g o a s ;  ?heir  e u e v c i l t l  f a d ,  because there  
etci:; 110 g ~ % % > a J '  (34;rP3 65 

-When. yeading the dire prophec'ces of ,'c;~;~i"~:li,-th, ' 0 . 5  threats upon the r e -  
'~el l~c?x, i r  people, h i s  curse upon their evi$ d o i ~ g s ,  Q Y U ~  snlg'fit g ~ t h e r  tk1.3t n l e ~ e r n i a b  
took delight  in be ing  c r ~ ~ e l ,  B u t  this i s  far f r w n  t h e  c ,75~1 ,  Fie prophesied with a 

* - 
kAt l - l  _ .A i-7 l - i e~ r t ,  He only w a r n e d  the people bet73 ~ . = c l :  ~ . e  k z t  ,at he had to ,  'In reali ty,  
L?e-rtixu!i~31-\ would r:+,ther have r-emxained a pr iv , -~ tc  ~ t " i z e r ? ,  w e i n g  nothing and saying 
nothing, He aid ~ o t  want to be a prophet,  B u t  he IZZC- ~ v e r p o v v e ~ e d  by the w i l l  
of Sehovako 

it ~gay seem at first glance that isa i ,qh  is r ~ ~ 1 ~ c J - t  - M I ) ? ~  c h ~ e r f u l  than. Je remiah  
<-nr!. of a >much m o r e  p leas ing  personality,  B:rt then  St ,lust h e  remembered  that 
~:-le two w j v c ~ ~ e  prophesling rnnder entirely different c i r cu -n  t t z 7 s  cs ,  Jeremiah'  :; task 
,nl;z:: much m o r e  d i f i~cu l t  than that bf Isaiah-' s o  I'n t h e  a i j p e m e  x~o-merit of Judea '  s 
/ " '  
k r.;:.ir, when Senna cher ib '  s army 3 ay encamped <3!3i)'.;t ,I e-r-kkk ~ ; x f i  ,ul, J sa,ia?-k~ hkd the 
gr3:,+ei1~l duty of asscring Hezekiah l-faz~t the CFXY ~,:o:!':d &--- vr>f &- fa13. It. is pleasant to  
*;?lr ~ h a t  one 's  iister~en. d e s i r e s  to  hear, R u t  * ~ ~ h e n  r t ^ r l ~  r'i' ~ b q n  2, c e n t r ~ r y  $at e r  the 
f?io!! h. C i t y  w e s  aga in  menacedp t ' n i3  f ime by 'i\Sebtirlhad-sez~ rs  3 f m c e s ,  J e remiah  

t~ face obi-oquy and hs t r ed ,  tan~nts of c o ~ : a r d i r c  nr?d defea t i sm an  acr:.t.,,- 

5 7 t ! ~ r  of t re2son  when he had to advise ~ t ~ b m i ~ ; ; i ~ > - i ~  '0 the  ; -onqi ;ers r ,  The d i f f e r -  
e r i - e  j r l  the two m e s s d g r ; ~  w a s  not due to t b e ~ l o g i c , ~  r)i3'lo0k O T  p e r s o n d ~ y  a:; is 
.;i-i%efi;nes a ~ g u e d .  Each spoke the words  which Ciod h 5 d  p~jl. -Into h i s  mouth, and 
e.1~-h ~ a i  c ~ r r o b o r ~ , , t e d  by  the outcome of . ~ v e n t a .  

Far from u~isk ing  the destmctiora of hi-: peop €2, h: cd rne r t l y  pleade w i t h  
God for l en iency  on their behalf, asserting t h3 t  the9 h a d  been deceived by fdse 
i ~ ~ d e : ~ ~ s ,  1x1 a xno-meat of r e b e l % i o u s ~ e s s  he goes ,o ff3r ,-zp ; ~ ~ i c o s f  to  tkbrowv the  
!->l-~uae sipon the A l ~ n i g h t y  HimseSf, It"I'ken said i; 'Ab,  L o r d  Cod ! surely Thou 

* 
'23 51; $rec2tly deceived tE.?,is people and Serusez-lcrn 3~ vir:g; Y e  ?ha l l  have  peace;  
a? iere  -i,-; t h e  B W O T ' ~  :redhheth unto the soul,5;," T b i ~  d z ~ ? n c ~ s t r a t e a  the deep sympathy 
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and t e z ~ d e r n r a a  of Jeremiah as he, likz Jacob, m r z s t l e r  wit-!? rbe Lord i n  p raye r .  

Aithc~xgb Jeremiah w a s  more of the shrink,;lg fy-pc by nature, he still did 
not lack the co i-r?;ge that was necessary to fulfill I?'.: ~ K J ~ I - ~ .  HE Tvvz~ 30t afraid to 
brave the ft:rv of h i e  people. He end~.~red the exmiry -if owr.  farniE-y. F i i s  life 
was often b: d ~ n g e r .  He was taunted, jeered9 i ~ ~ ~ p l - i z o r ~ t ~ a .  t i e  de~ounced the 
leaders ,  not eves stopping with the king. Bvt; 1z.e bzd -;ull:k-t confidence in tJebovah 
that he vt -3s ncDt 2 .f paid, 

Marriage w a s  a mztter  of great importance aiaD?g thr Ee'orevi~s, 2nd f r o m  
the earl iest  times their  l a w s  a r e  concerned with rules grid rrgr;la,tions abont that 
relationship. We know that P r i e s t s  and Prophets m ~ . ~ c L e d  .:ik.e anyone else.  We 
know that Hosea, lsaiah and Ezekiel a41 had wives, Jer?cliala, however, remained 
a bachelor all of his life. 

W h a t  w a s  the reason for his celibacy? Some t r y  :o mzke ol;t thzt Jeremiah 
fell i i ~  love ~z i th .  some gi r l  who had bsen p r ~ m s e d  to ;ir_ather inember of his family. 
The marr izge  \ v a s  impossible because he could not obtiixA parenta.1 consent, and 
this is the reason why Jeremiah w a s  so angry with 1 1 . ~ 4  i emi?y .  IiLet m e  sce thy 
vengeance on them; for unto thee have Z revealed my cnu;z .  ' '  j l i : Z O )  W e  know that 
on one occasion a plot w a s  arranged at a family gathering,  to poison h im.  Etit to 
drakv the ccr?klusion that this w a s  due to  a family a r g u  mrnt over  his marriage is 
entirely untenable. The reason that he w a s  rejected by bi; f c t r n i l y  wa.s th;. fact that.. - 
his preaching abozt the impending doom of the couujtry 3r.d h ie  zdvice to surrender  
to the Bahyionfans x--na.de him so unpop~~rlar. also w i t b  them, 

Jeremiah explains his celibacy in chapter 36, ver;z 2 ,  b y  qaoting Yahweh: 
"Thou shalt not take thee a wife, n2ither shalt thou have ~ 0 x 1 s  o r  daughters in this 
place." Some zuthors say  that this is  mere ly  Je remiah ' s  w:iy of explaining away 
h i s  celibacy and that this is not really the case. We, howe,ver ,  he l ie re  that w e  ought 
to  take Jeremiah at  his W O ~ B  and not try to read into thi 5 stzternent any hidden 
meaning. 

It w3s actually very provident on the part of Yahweh to  forbid Je-rernidh to 
mbrry. The type of life he w 3 a s  to lead--  being 1.n corrst;;.~?t d ~ i n g e r ,  b e i n g  imprisoned, 
beislg l u t e d  by n-~ost all his c o c n t r y m e ~ ,  and finally bemg f. i - r r l e d  off lo Egypt with 
the f3eei:lg Is~eackites - - - this would have heen rso life for  L L  w i f e  and c h i l d ~ e n  to 
endure. So it is pure ly  natural that h i s  Lord shoi~ld f~r.b!~d him t o  r-n;;rry. I i i s  
many references to brides and bridegrooms may i~d ic .%t -  ;i l o n g i ~ g  des i re  fo r  the love 
and companionship of marriage.  . Surely such a kind a ~ d  .iffectionat,e man w~e~ild 
hnve enjoyed the marr iage  relationship. But he placed th;. wi l l  of .Jehoiral: 73i80i.e 
his own v ~ i s h e s  and des i res ,  
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IiFor thus saith the Lord,  Enter  not into tk.2 house of mourning, neither 
go to lament nor bemoan them. ' I  (16:5j 

"Thou sha1.t not also go into the house of h a s t i n g ,  to s i t  with. them to eat 
?ad to drink, (16:8) 

Jeremiah seems never to have mzde flpielr-ds ez.s:ly, T k  r e  is no hi& in 
his m r i t i~ lg  of normal  social relationships o r  of a r y  cl?:->e friends. ,Later  in life 
he made a few contacts and in some degree w.33 ~lec:)arl:t-d with his family. But 
w e  do not attribute this to any unt,rieridIiness of hib persl>r-ality. It was not that he 
vlaj j u s t  plain hard  to get along with. In his viritings he shows that he longed for 
friendship and complained of his loneliness,  It w a s  kis dlfiicult mission that made 
such contacts impossibte,  The Lord had separated him f rom the r e s t  of society 
'hecause of his special calling, His natural  self rebelled against this ,  but in 
obedience to the Word of Jehovah within him, he remained aloof, The character  
of his prophecy, a s  before mentioned, was not on? that would a t t rac t  many friends 
The people did not enjoy what he had to say,  No one Lkes to have his sins so 
pnnfuliy and so clear ly pointed out. Thus they thought of Jeremiah a s  a self - 
righteous uncompromising man.  But Je remiah  w a s  uncomprownisirrg because 
God is u~compromis ing ,  He hated evil because Cod bates evil, 

Jeremiah was timid, sensitive,  introspective, and full of f ea r s ,  At tirnes 
h z  longed to flee f rom i t  a l l ,  and dwell in  the wilderness,  To be a prophet w a s  to 
him an excrucj.atingly painful experience. Yet he could riot escape his prophetic 
missina, F o r  over forty years  he had to speak the Lord 's  word which was con- 
s tantiy counter to his own inclination and to that of the people to WE SOT^) that 
;) cophetic word came.  15 

We do not therefore attribute Je remiah ' s  supposed .~nfr iendl iness ,  his 
celibacy, his family t roubles ,  his  nature loving, t o  .; personality that simply 
coalkd not co-operate with his surroundings, 

We find in Jeremiah a t rue  minis ter  of the Cospei, He was unpopular 
because the law of God i s  unpopular. No one likes to hear God's verdict against 
s in ,  '"Tkle soul, that sinneth i t  shall  die1 ' ,  Ezekial 18, 4, "The wages of sin i s  

death, ' '  Romans 6 ,  23,  When this law of Cod is p ~ e a c b e d  in all of i t s  condemning 
snilr-ath, people a r e  bound to take offense at  i t  becayse by nz.,iure they imagine 
tbemijehes to be righteous in the sight of the Lord,  

But, J e remiah  w a s  a preacher ,  not only of the 3a.x ? but, also of the sweetest 
Gospel, He offered to a13 those who would repent and turn f rom their  wicked ways 
corulpbete forgiveness.  "Return, ye backsliding children: and 1 wi.19 heal  your 
Imtkslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the Lord our God, Truly 
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a b 

in vsxr; rs sai:v;:tion hoped for f~r3m the  h ~ . ' i s  %"id f . r o p : r "  i G i ~  ::(al::t1t;~de of ~ n o ~ n t a i n ~ i .  L J  

T r u k y  .in the rJ0rd 0 1 1 ~ -  God h the, F I ; % ~ ~ * T ~ ? ~ ~ o T I  of ; ~ r a e l , ' '  ? s  $2-29, 

Je-em"& pleaded with God ID?- t h e  f o r g l v c ~ e v  of h'L~1 people ae A b r a h a m  
pleaded for Sodom a n d  3 s  Moses pleaded fo r  the peopie i t ;  t h e  wi ldzrxes3.  Even 
as a minister of t h e  Gospel todz;r must point o ~ x t  the ; : * i s  f "1-4 people b y  showing 
them the i;,w of God,  h1:t then directing them to thc, Redeeiner. , , I z ~ ~ - s  C h r ~ s t  f o r  
f o r g ive nes s?  so  Jeremiah was a prellcher o f  the 13.-.~: d a d  i!re Go.:pel M ~ c h ,  
therfore,  t21.,~t is attributed to h i s  uncompro:-nising pt. y*sc~:i;llit y? rzrher be 
attributed to  i F e  nzture  of b ~ s  rneasage  and to the t ax~'ie;~ Ir:.:iih:cts he lived., 

Foe ; 11 o i, e 3 P a r t  I: 

12. F ree ,  Joseph,, Arch.aeology and Bihl,e History.  p. 222-223 
13. Freedmas,  op. C i t , ,  pe xi 
14. Church, Brooke P e t e r s ,  The Private Lives of the Prophets, p. 144 
15, Lesl ie ,  ope c i t , ,  p. 344 
*I, '.I, ,I, '*, -8, -7, ..i- -7, -9. ,.i, *id *i, *i' -5, ,\?a ,.la .t, .%i* .$, *I, .!, .I, d, *;, 0, .t< ~ i ,  .!, d, d, x?' \i+ *i> %7, -7,. -ie -7, c& <I' <.t, -$* -7> a, .i* .i, .b -5, *-, <?, ~ 7 ,  .t, .?,, .i, .b %*> 4, ,d* ~.V, #.?, .e, d# %t, -7- *?< -1, b7' '.b -7- -9. .I, .I. 4, .I, .I. .I. ,I. <&. MI. <,. ah. #I% <&. <s. ,&. ,&. Mi.  ,+,. <,. ',. ,,. q. dI. q. st. .&. ,&. sl. ,,. .I. #I. q. .,* q. ..&. ,&. -1. q. '.'. s,. #I.. ?&. <,. <,. <&. 6,- dl% ""% ..I. *;. e,. .'% r,. *p ,,,* .&* ,?'% q. q. -1. *;- TI. ,,* <,- -i- .-p TI. .&. el- <I. -1. -1. -1. 

By Rudolph Eb Honsey 
Part BV 

(Continued f rom March issue) 

Ear ly  in 1198 the old Pope C e l e s f ~ : : ~  1;;. fo r  z : : v r r a l  yekrs a nonege~ar ian ,  
m - 

died. He was succeeded by the most aggressive arid p n w ~ r r t u l  of 2-11 rnen  who have 
occupied the Holy See, innocent IU. "In him Rome received a rnan who  collld speak 
the cause of the church in a far  more powerful weg. tkara t h e  old and cautious Pope 
Celestine. A3 an organizer he (Innocent) w a s  h ighly  e:lil;pped, a s  ~r politician of 
keen insight a l w a y s  aware of the w e a k  points of hi ;  opponent ,  but  not a lways well 
balanced in hr s mode of battle. 1 v 5 7  

in compar;son to his s t rengihs .  however, 1ncor .c-r t ' ;  w s z k n e s s e s  were ra ther  
insignificant. "In appearance he was sm;lll b u t  his pre.;e:ace w a s  distinguished and 
cornrnandirlg . . . His  personality m a s  dyriamic rat&.- rhs;? m-i.gne'.ic, a man to be  
feared more  t h a n  loved, He was an acrompiislied s p e a k e r  . . . He was  a preacher  
and exposiii rather  than a phiiosopher, though hr couid  wiield the syllogism with 

2 dr 
the best .  A r e a l  s t  rather  tf-ran an idealist ,  pract1c81 ~a . t I l e r  t h z n  th.eorelicraL, 
an a d m i n ~ s t r a t o r   ath her thzn a ~ c h e l a r ,  a politician rnbher  "ehan a theoiogian, 
Innocent 111 stepped forward on the morld scene a t  a. r i-rrzrXa.b?y ezri  y a g e  for a Pope, 

5'7 Paasche, hp. cit. , p. 492 
P 

58 The Cambridge Medieval Historyp 'Vol. VE, p. 2, ------ ------ -- ---> 
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o.iti.y 37 ye?r- ,  o'itf, He did not, l ike  Hlldebramd, who la ter  became Pope Gregory VII,  
grc5fe.r fc-. r ~ m - : i r ?  in  the background as the "power behind the thronet t  be lore  taking 
t-he k+t$e::t riff5 I'F' I;?. the Gatholic Charch .  Innocent desired not c',i:Y\i. p o ~ e r ,  but also 
p r e_ ; t : ge ,  gio?ly m d  fame,  in h i s  methods he was  unscrupulous; in h ~ s  dealings 
t~i.itI2 5 . i ~  esceicnle; he was ruthless ,  He vv3.3.s a hard-bitten rea4is"r '"Far~ocenC X I 1  was 
not i ike G r e g o r y  {VTI) just an idealist;  he  .#as f i r s t  and foremost  a prac t ica l  politician 

- 3 "  ( r ea ipg i : i i k~r /  axd a marvelous diplomat who  used all rneaQs i n  order to attaic his 
g o G I  '!'he:-efore also he came cioser  than any of those viho have s a t  112 t h e  chair of 
Pe i , e r  +o +hc g r e a t  goal of the popes, world domination. I '  59 

Tft *t.l 2 :- fmocent 111 who received p r a i s e ?  honor ,.;nd hom;.ge fronx kings and 
pririi:cs 6-4 :~:elB 5::: f rom his  o-wm churchmen a t  the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215, just 
t h e  y z a r  before  h i i  ra ther  earlv death. Thus the year 1215, which  in the case of the 
M a g r i ~  " i h 3 r i a .  n E ~ g l a n d  reveaied a tendency away f rom centrali-reci authority in ----.--* - - - -- -, - 
the st-;?-., %,a3 i-narked by the most  vivid e x p r e s s i o ~  of centrailzed z.uthor1t.y in the 
c 0  I t  i-: r~ot  strange that Innocent ! T I  strongly opposed the Magna Cha r t a  and 

-------*- -"--=-- 

forbade it?, r-)bservnr,ce in  England under penalty of e x c o t n m ~ . a l c a t ~ o n ~  The fact that 
be died mitilln a yea r  made his objections against ii of short durat im,  

a'nrlorent made most of the monarchs of Europe tremble, a n d  many of them 
w e r e  de?p:-y i-tt.,j:rmiiated by him, In h i s  dealings with the various ccroT;~,x3cd beads 
of Eurpp:? I;-~'ilucent a l w a y s  assumed the role of the superior:  and spoke con- 
d ~ s c r ~ d i r g i v  to  k ings  a.s though they were  in reality only his hurnbir va s i i~ l s .  He 
wrlar, go~rrr r ;cd  by  the thought that the Pope is responsible to Cod for t h e  :;aIvation 
of l a l ~ g s  ji~..;t as 5~elil as for the s ~ l v a t i o n  of ecclesiastics o r  laymen, Therefore,  
k7F: 5i1.~:lf;d t h e  superior  role ,  

P ~ s ! ~ z p s  jra no other controversy did Ennocent I16 reveal h i s  great power 
more  f a~c ib l -v  than in his  dispute aith King John of England,  John, w a  2 a so;rb of 
3x1 able English king,  Henry Il, He -,was a younger brother of Rit:ha.rd hc  lJ i~~r j --  

IZica~ted) of r~LLsadt5 fa-mezsm and in the: -3.]ab~enc~",'~f~Ric..harcl. be i a 6 s u a ~ e d  cn~~irrol  nf the 
k k g r J ~ + ~  U h e  year 4199, Richard died and 3ohn succeeded h i m  to the throneo 

. A l ~ ~ o s . i :  ~ ~ ~ ' l t h o u t  exception hibtori.ans give us an unfasrora,hee p i~ tur f -3  of John: 
yurean,, gif"i i~x~~11g~ ~kithless ,  deceitful, cowardly, Perhaps this h s  been exaggerated, 
wine:t-eci,,; I l r i :  pictgre given us of his b r o t h e r ,  Richard, bas been g l ~ m o r ~ z e d ,  John 
was r?ol il-:cIT-.ing In e n e r g y  o r  insight* He was  clever and ani-ns;ing. kn discusxiom, 
he %~i ;A*; sIr:rme ~.ld, though often sophistical. He owned a biting tongue informed by w i t  . 
a n d  o b s e r  va t ion ,  Though be tended to be indol@ntr, he w a s  not neglectful of business.  
32 the o:hcr. h n d ,  he w a s  oE an unba:anced and erotic tempeuamenj1, FxfxerneXy 
s l i p i c : ~ ~ ~ ,  he trequently yielded to extreme fits of anger and c rue f ty ,  H i s  selfish 
and ce:i'-6 entered nature made i t  nixnost impossible for birn to .4h0~5 respect  or 
cnz-sicic:x-~tiova fo r  the views, f e e l i ~ g s  or w i s h e s  of others ,  Unrel-iiabie and distrustful ,  
Ire w=:$ a ",i'r.-)r e v i l  map, He w a s  called kostia naturae, an enemy of n a ! - a r e ,  60 -- 
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4 - In spite oi h i s  rnany bad y i*z . i l t l~ : i~  one c:..r.~~ut re.p C?ei.ir-rg ; o r x y  f o r  King  Johp, 
f o r  his reign w a s  filled with setback5 and  d e i r a r .  it - v ; i i  ?i15 m L i D f u ~ t t l n e  r o  ge t  involved 
in three major  controversies ,  2x1 of which  he lo:>t. l i e  nl:s -in 3 dispilte v + ~ t b  the nobles, 
who desired mere rights for themsej-vea Z T L ~  demr~-t:?iidt:d I-, r, r ~ r - t i , . i  rr,tirlt oC t h e  a rb i t r a ry  
p o w e r  of Kicg  J o h n o  Out of that iijs;le cz:rne th t  Mi,gr;ri i;i-~-~i.jt.. u:hii:'h gu2,ranteed 

x*--v.*--*-.-z-*- - - 
them. r i g h t  3 ,  a ~ d  ,vhich John mas cornpelled to s i g h  I'.:r.~l~rr:xo~e, ,John w;>>s involved 
in difficulty a i t h  King Philip Arrrgi~sts~i of I.'r:nc~: i ~ n d  fl o i ~ e c ; u e ~ t i y  he lo s t  m o s t  of 
the Pla:rrtagenet Lr?nds which England hsarl oir,ined 1 . v q  r i ~  r ~ k j r -  r.1 T= 1-5,ne:e. o ther  con- 
torve-rsy the 5er ious  one v ~ l t h  4u~ioceutt  Ill, 

bf; h 1 2 3  inev.fiabie that a d4spl:t.e would ~3 ri: -.e i : :  T ~ ~ ~ i : ; i , ;  :\i,o 'i.=en a;; ifisistent on 
the i r  right":, as stubborn and as high-handed as L d c I The  2~icspute a rose  
concerning the ?>lection of an Archbishop of  C:anteih-trr~ b y  Tc:Jh:x "The king set  his  
mind . ijr having as archbishop 5 Inan anha h.id b)=ri; ~ ~ ? - i r ~ : d  : < I  r l ~ e  r o y z i  service 
under his eye hnd  *cria.s familiar wi th  ??.;is ~ . f C a i r n . ~ ' ~ ~  "Thp ~KI,-;I. m ~ ~ ~ o ~ r ~ ~  JOF~II  ktC*cj in mind 
as Archbishop of Canterbury was the Bishop oi N o r - ~ i i c h .  . !nhn de Grey. .John 
persuaded the monks of C h r i s t  Church, Cantexbury,  i o  ele.:t him Arc:hbtbop of 
Canterbury :n December,  1205. 'This  as done \~i:lno~:t t*o*:s~;lting Pope Innoient. 
Some of the monks prefer red  to have their sub*-p!-ii:~, R e g i ~ , i d ,  as A r c h b i s h o p ,  and 
they elected hiir* a s  such at another meeting. 'I'hi~t wa.; cl r z x !  y uncaaonical .  

The Pope learned of these electiaons, and ohjecte'i.,  H e  i.;l-lii;ted on a new 
electiorl, to which Jobn agreed. T h ~ r j  Jobn secre t ly  exic:ied rr. o;j.rii f r o m  n majori ty 
of the sixteen e lec tors  to elect again John d e  Grey. irr~-cq::iirit~ krowever, p re fe r red  to 
have Stepheri Langton elected, and h e  urged the e i e c r o ~ r  to elect him. In ~ p i t e  of 
the i r  oath tn tii-oh~, the electors  chose Stephen Langr.or:. T!-t:~s done i n  December,  
12C6. John refused to assent  to the elect lor^. Then ihp Pope took thing.; -into his own 
hands, and he binlself consecrated i-xmgton a s A~chbizhc3p o i  Cante rbur  y. John was 
enraged, sx~d put much p r e s s u r e  om t h e  monks, and other a tc : . r~ i - s ,  Ye  s e i i i e d  hl.1 
the property 3 f  the Canterbury rrlonks, .fijiiliorn he p~*~.t!r-  Lie-d rc ,ports i i ~ ! e  for t b e  election, 
and in  general he t r ied to show h i s  authority. Then S i ~ n o i :  iJ.i.igtoa, ;L hr(3eher of the 
Archbishop, in a. l e t t e r  to the English people, said :;.I .Jollf: w ; , ~  pl i t t i r~g hiinself rrp 
against the w i l l  of the church. Thereby  he ws:; rrnpo+iq?, t ~ p n q  hii v i i j d i s  an 
obligation whici-i made them t ra i tors  to  ?,hp supreme l o r d ,  4.h- King of Kings,  God 
Himself. Lr! his appeal to the English peo!ple, Sjrnoa i,.ii~gii.tr>n erxphasix(3d the feudal 
idea, s ta t ing that tke people owed their fii-st 2??egi:xnre :.> Cod:  2nd r,!,t to  Ki3g John. 62 

Iri reply to John's se i zu re  of  rhe p~(3per.t y of 13-3 t C,i-iri,c:r.i-~~iry rnoi.k\s, irknocent 
resorted to one  of his fzvorite wenpork:? the jnterdic:?. T ! n  i ~ ~ s : j i o ; ~  Stxnday-, March 
23,  4208, Innocent laid Eng1rir.d ar.d Wales under the  i j l i i r~d: , : ,  'rhe interdis:t llnder 
which England w a s  i:tid was ~ o t ,  a ::~rnpiete imterdict in i ; h f ; ?  the- re  rn7a-s a. total de- 

pr iva t io :~~ n i  spiritual serv ices ,  but it g r e a t l y  restriciei! :iiem A-lthol~gk at f i r s t  the 
interdict  -<$?as n o t  car r ied  out in all ch$. i rrhei i ,  it. did not t ~ a k t -  l o ~ g  fo r  i t  t o  b e  rigidly 
enforced. "Acq:nescence on the part of the l o w e r  c j  eccj7- +,h .: ., ir,i; ~it-zlrie. a.pd fo r  4 Y 

s ix  years EngZishmen had ziM around &hem a Church vf5<s)7 d id  rjot func:-l.ior:, closed 
buildings, unii~ed c e m t e r i e s ,  s i l en t  hells dl~i:on~~~l~te d;pitr ir i  e;-. , a.r;d e r s o r s  
whose oirly d u t i e s  were the baptism of infant:; z?r: pr-i k.:?c- h,or~;:e.> o r  t1:e relebrntion 
of m a s s  fo r  the dying. " 6 3  
----- -------------------- -- - =--YI-- -a-IIIY -- - I - ly- . - *. *, _ -- -- --- --=- ---. --̂  

61 ibid. , p. ,232 
-.-===- 

62 i h i d . ,  pp. 2 3 3  f .  ---- 
63 lbid.. p. 236 
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The interdict had a tremendous effect upon the 4people of England. Such rigid 
.restrictions upon their  spiri tual furlctions had the effect of turning them agi?li:rast t he i r  
king for  the most  par t ,  They blamed him for  closing churches of England and,, a s  
t h e y  thought, shutting up Heaven to them, So John became even more  unpopular i n  
the eyes of his people,  When John pers is ted  and stubbornly refused to yield to h im,  
I n ~ o c e n t  excommunicated him, and released his subjects f rom the i r  oath of allegiance 
to him, The situation became more  and more  ser ious,  Fur thermore ,  although 

-?d Innocent had previously had occasion to censure and excommun3 cate Phil.lp Agustus 
of F r a n c e ,  'n e now supported him in the war  against John. Tha,., plus the general 
hostile feeling of the people against him, plus the humiliation of the excommunication 
and the interdict? plus whatever pangs of conscience he might have in regard to his  
a w n  s ouf and the ca o 12s of 'h is  people, finally caused him to yield to the demands of tht 
Pope in 1213. John agreed to hand England over to the Pope and to receive il- again a s  a 
fief, That most  d e a r l y  indicated that the i r  relation was that of suzerain and vassal .  
England was now as before c a r r y i ~ g  on i t s  full service,  John was again received into 
the Church, and the dispute w a s  settJ@d. It was a complete victory for Innocent 111, 
but a hxamiliating defeat for John ,  

Before we take up t h e  subject of Innocent's controversies with Sver re?  we 
shall briefly examine his  relations with the powerful King of F rance  at that t ime,  
Ph13 ip Augustus. 

During his f i r s t  year  &s Pope, and in fact at the very beginning of lais papacy, 
Lwnocent had occasion to be involved in a conflict with Philip Augustus. It concerned 
itself with Phi l ip 's  putting a w a y  his wife, Ingeborg, P r incess  of D e m a r k ,  trying 
to divorce h e r ,  and then marrying Agnes, daughter of the Duke of Merac,  

It all began af ter  the death of Phi l ip 's  f i r s t  wife, Elizabeth, on March  15, 1190. 
Three  months af ter  h e r  death,  Philip went on the thi-Pd Crusade with two other dis - 
tinguished ru le r s ,  F rede r i ck  Barbarossa  and Richard, the Lion-Hearted, After 
his re turn ,  he looked for  another wife,  He wanted a mar r i age  that would be helpful 
politicaEly. In those days, politics played an important role in royal m-ai3rriages. 
F o r  political reasons he d&$.ded to t r y  to gain the hand of a Danish. pr incess ,  The 
present  ru ler  of Denmark was Cnut VI, and he had a s i s t e r  named Inge'borg, 
"beautiful in face,  more  beautiful in  sou$, I '  and not, i t  would seem,  more  than 
eighteen y e a r s ,  old. b4 He made the arrangements  with h e r  older bro ther ,  King Cnut,  
and everyJh;ing ..eemed to be satisfactory. On August 14, 1193, they were  mar r i ed .  
The next day the young bride w a s  crowned, But the happiness of h e r  wedding and the 
d o r y  of h e r  coronation were  abort-l ived, "On the very  day she w a s  crowned queen, 
her husband cast  h e r  off, Even while the ckowning was being solemnized, be seemed 
to t remble  and turn. pale ,  and hardly could he endure t i l l  the ceremony -\was at an 
end. 1 '65 "The king's p leasure  in the bride changed in a few hours to a feeling of 
aversion,  1166 

-- ----- 
Holden Hutton, Philip Augustus (London & New York, 1896). p. 160. 

65 h i d .  , pp. 161 f .  -- 
66 The Cambridge Medieval History, Vol. VI, .p. 287. --- 
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i a ~ e ' l o r g  vi 5.5 t reated sh.amefuily, z.nd t l i e  yozng n..izen soilght justice. The 
Arch5:sko-p (3i Xbeirns did not  h~1-p he-.. Then she f ~ ~ r g e d  to  old Pope Cel.estine 111, 
?N~.\CI did L .5  l-,est, s e n d i l g  a. 2 i p a l  :eg.it.e tn Philip, b;lt ir, vain. Philip had claimed 
as a re3,son f ~ r  puttirig Ingeborg -;-,A 2%; th3-f the if . s e re  rej;%ted ~ n i t h i n  the prohibited 

. " 

degrees ,  a?d r l e  insrrlz'ge disioli ied by a co:lr .ci i  of b?;E.ops znd magnates a t  
. , 

Compeigre.  Ci-lest i*~e annillled thz  de:i~101i i ~ .  M a y  1195, l i t e r  the appeal by Ingeborg 
and King G n u t .  hrzt i t  did not t u ~ r  P h i l ~ p  from. hi  : cotirse.  "D~s rega rd ing  the papal injuc- 
t ions,  P h i J ? i ~  took  a i r re l -orzhie  step in de i . ,>ac  cleof the  church and, after- 
approa,r-king seser .? i  Ladies in va'r, ,  he -married Agrles ? d;l~ght.er of the Duke of & ~ e r a n ,  
in June,  li.?6, l ib7 

I f  f77 r h-re, , ,ears p ~ ~ s s e d  by ;n t 5 r e s t i  a n d  ,?egotiatioss. New legz tes ,  new 
gather ings  o: li:shops x2ew l e t t e r s  isoxn the aged Pope, attempted to deal  with this  

* * s c a ~ d ~ i l .  Arid m e r . a t ; r n e  icgeborg re rn i rned  pracr-icQ i l y  a p r r a b n e r ,  patiently 
waiting for j x ~ n c e .  She w a s  f ~ r i e d ,  it is  s~-- .d ,  to 5etl her jeweis? her  very 
clothes,  to seek  alms,  1168 

Tken  22 3znudry 8 ,  1l.98. i~milcent TI! ascecded the ~ s p a l  throne . One of h i s  
17 f i r s t  acts L. ;.I +a write  2 f o r r n i l  letter to Philip.  hen :mmediate:;i be i ; r ~ &  e to the 

bishop of ,D::,ri; to ~ z ~ r n  Fhllip of h:? %in  of hiiving put &vd:ly ingeborg and m a r r i e d  
another.  Soor. h e  .jrlrote directly to P h i l i p  htrriseli. :om-mand yon, he said "that 
yo= judge yod-  o-wn acts so t ha t  pot, he  -01 a:ordernned of other- .  Rec;lll your lawful 
wife, and then we w i l l  hear  ail thxf ~0.1 mil_y la-~\ jT~: iy  i:rue Ef this jiou do not, no 
power shall ier? .;s to r:ght o r  Left tliE j u s t i c e  be done. '676' But Philip did not yield. 

Innocent ~ ~ a i t e d  until l a t e r  to take drast ic  acf-ron, m e n ,  in October of the 
yea r  1199, lnrocent w r o t e  a long, c lear  and s t e rn  appeal to the ciergy of F rance  to 
t r y  to  make the k;ng change his ways.  His  szn h.3.d been !iho-fold. He had lived in  
open slrn viiitll one while h2:s Legally rnzrried wi fe  w a s  still 'Living, and he had flouted 
s papal decree.. Kings must be :j.zght ihaf the7 were not exenlpted frrs2the duties of 

7 0  Y 
the o rd ina  Ghr - t s t i an ,  

A pap21 :eqz.te w2 r- the~ew:tl ;  instrilcted to  lay France u l d e r  a n  interdict  unless  
Philip cvoilld take b z  6.k h i s  iawfill wife. Philip refused 2nd the interdict  was published 
on Jznz,cry- 1 3 ,  : Z C ! O .  On F ' e b ~ u a q  4 2  the in te rd ic t  %ii,ri: pu t  ir l  force.. Some clergy,  
throiigh tt?t-.or nf the K ~ n g ,  o r  love of t h e i r  flocks, o r  strir:r:g to be at peace with 
a.ll m e n :  wo , l td  .lot p ~ i b ~ i s k  i t .  innocent ivou!d b'rook no resis tance.  On March 11 
he wrote  again. ? 'The remedy is hd rsh irr t r ~ l i h ,  b c t  sbrong d i s a s e s  are not cured 
by  gentle treat-ment, t r  92 

--a- ->-- -=_Y_--I>%- YLni--r-- = - ,-p.m-- - --=- 

b7 b i d .  :, p. 2 8 8 .  
ha  Ziyktori, op. cit. :, p. 164. 

=--, -- 
69 ihid. p. 165. 

Thz Gombrxdgr Mediek.31 Hi s:ory, Vo l .  Vi, p. 2 8 8 .  
" $ 
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* 
7 f m !  t h  h e  d It w a s  a ver-kr sevepe punish. merit, 

for  ir? medf:--.v~l t 'm -es  the iz-~~pol- t~-nf-z  of sb:2r-ch iunetiocs alnd the serv ices  of the 
clergy w e r e  s t r 2 j s e d ,  a r d  such fiir~t-:or:;- t , ~ d  services were  intirr~ately connected 

with the spir i t i la7: gde%fai-e of tkre d;lij:"! - - t j c x ~ l  z ~ d  even biz eterb-nal sadsration, % ~ 7  

The Cambridge M-dieval Hiator v,?; = r e  told of the rezction of the French c l e r g y ,  
----= - -=--- - --<-----?-----<-- 

which varied amoa?g the c,!ergywen 
.!it r r ~ f ,  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ; I e S C ~ ~ i ~  \,u3 9 genera l ,  bitt soon the 

" 

sown- 5- shops  :, :nc+ . . - ~ d ~ . a g  ?he A r c h 5 1  4 h o ~  of S e r s  

+:ld t h e  Bzshop of FB%r.: 5 :, b_hv aved the  dl $plea s u r e  
of' the k ? g ( j  a ~ ~ d  the  S g-rnpt)~;: r-+r 3: : 2rl,tion f rom 

' 7 
+ ! ? t - ~  3:ees - -m2wq~ -y;<j! " ~ d  h-Yn, i -3 

T h e  ni?,ari-l.ige betwee? P%b!dYp -5nd Agnes had been declared i;$egak, z.nd Philip 
bad t o  pat her  a\?Ja-~*. N o t  milch I l i  er, :a ,Ji;ly 2201, Agnes died. Innocent showed his 
dijplomacy z:lrd -ft;-c t &;- 1eg:ttirn.l z ing  t52 ~ ~ h - C ? d s e ~  of PhiJip and Agnes after her death, 

94 

Philip y:e4ded t.; the exteak tE-t.nt Ire took bzck Izgebozeg, But  'he did not r e s t o r e  
50 her  the full r ights  and p~ivilieges of ;.;$Seh~ocl, Soon he accused he r  of so rce ry ,  
and claimed that  she bewitched hiimo F87:rthermorer h e  induced b r t o  retire to a 
convent, and he TO:,?. declared thi?rt. tile .ma s-r3r;ge rn l - is t  be dissolved because she 
had taken monait ic .  v o ~ v s .  1 ~ n o c . r n t  ret 'iljrd 3 0  pronounce a dissolution of the m a r r i a g e  

75 without a fu11 :nves+:'gdt.ion. Pb i !~p   mas :-to f2s 1 c t c n t i i n  !:is attempts to get rid 
of Pngeborg thnt 1.2 seemed t o  stop dt nothigg, In t h i s  coatrotTersy,  neither lrlrrocent 111 
nor  Philip A ~ g c _ l . s t u ~  seemed tc gz.xrr the lipper haad. It w a s  a draw 

The t w o  men a lso  clashed on a n o t h e r  m a t t e r  the request of Innocent that  
Philip send an army to  put down the Aiblgensjan crussde in France .  Phi'lip refused 
on the grounds tha t  he cotzld s e e  -9 grel-iter gain  in a v i c t o r y  over  the Albigenuians for  
the papacy than for. the wrown of Frajqce. He worked things out in  such a way as 
not to incur the ha t red  of the  Poqp cl to any- gr.eat extent, Hutton descrxbes P h d i p  
as fojl%ows: 

He held out z g a n s t  tbz  laesd of the Catholic 
world on a rnorakqilestioer with a diplomacy 
tx;hiGh kept the 'papdl nk~i:uia itself a t  ba g ,  
-A.-rd, laithouf: t a k i n g  pa.r.T In z cs.uc;z.de w~hk%;ch 
lay r r e x  to  t h e  h e a r t  ol the g r e a t  ~ I r r  of  

the Church, h e  mz.w~g"d E C ) ~  to jncurl his censure,  
ant evsntt-ealii y reaped d i l  the ~ e w a r d s  of the expeditiori, 76 

Perha.ps the chief reason fay. cbti difference between the aucces of Pope I'nnocent 
L I P  against Kmg John of England and K ~ n g  Philip A U ~ U S ~ X S  of France l ies in  the feeling 
of the noble. i-r! e;ic h cot,ntry t o w n r d  the: r rni.er. W i t h  ve ry  few exceptior:t, the 

k - 5  The Cdmbr.idgr Medi e ifrzi Ei:etor y ,  loco  c ~ t .  - -----=- z x- - =-L- .-=--- - =--=---=-- ----->---- 

7 4  Fixitton, op. ~ i t . .  , p. 173. ------ 
7-5 jl,?d, ,. D. 176. 

< ---- - 4. 

76  .:hid. I pp. 196 i. 
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nobility w a s  strong':\r opposed to >oh.-. 0 2 ,  tFic of1.i;~~ iT~;;dl P%Illp foalnd much support 
among the nobllity. 

IYP hi5 d e d i ~ g s  with the ru lers  04 f~:~:t -,1 --?+'--. . , 7 ,  l.e ;d : -g  :I~>..~w-ES of his t ime,  thep, 
Innocent met  with d~f fe ren t  fortunes. H e  ! N o r !  a d:;.tir:cr ~ i c t o r y  over John, a s  he did 
in the case of many other ru lers .  On the 0 t h ~ ~  52nd h e  -;;or, no decisive victory 

- -  r over  Philip. 1x1 fact, i t  i s  hard  to .;a> w % ~ c b  3 1  :he two  men won. A f t e r  this discussion, 
we shall take up the c o n t r o v e r s e s  betwet:i-! 'r;rr~ocel~r 2cd S ~ r l p e ,  

( To .& GCIIP~J n.r,eci; 

The Need for a Revision of rht: Lxpidr- .  "or oi L,~jtk-ne~'s Gatechfsrn 

Comments on Questiorr 25'7 and d,',of-c-:33nr3-~12r14 7 ,  9 ,  2nd 10. 
by N i l s  C ,  8 e . j i ~ t ~  

Question 257. Why bas Jesus taught : i s  ro pra ,y  f o r  -- o u ~ ,  --=. iiread? iesus had taught us  
to  pray  for our bread,  k1eca;i.e h e  x o ~ i d  hd t - r  I-I.~ des i re  to support 

'P 

ourselves by honest industry, and to  avoid l i v ~ r ~ ~  011 ihi .  l z b o r  of others. 
, hYF:&d,  Cen, 3~19. 1x1 the sweat of thy face s l -a l t  i.hi??, csr ti .1 

2 Tkess ,  3:U-12, We hear  that there are sorme s~~hsch  n,i.ik among  you disorderly,  
working not at  all, but a r e  busybodies. Nom ~herrr i h ~ t  ,;re silch w e  command and 
exhort b y  our  Lord Jesus  Chris t  that w i t h  q u i e t n i s i  t h e y  mark,  and eat - their  own 
bread .  'Explanation' editions of 1905, 1924, &r?d 1039. The 1955 edition omits the --- 
emphasis on the wsru  Eltoour! " 

Comments: The reading, l1ln the sweat of thy n r o m  ih-:rt tho3 eat thy -- bread ,  I '  i s  
supported by the EXX Greek, by Widlif in  E n g l i s h ?  i i l d  b y  1-,uther in German. "In 
the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat bread,  " is s;lpported b y  the Massoretic: Hebrew, 
by the Authori zed V e r s ~ o n ,  the A m e r ~ c ~ n  Re &.i ;; ed '4e r,3 0 i - 1 ~  the Er:glish Revised 

SdOa-E, Version and the Revised Standard Ver-7 
The  Large Catechism does not ;rt ?hi3 p!:,.-=+ ti;-ci~rth Petit ion: discuss 

hone s ty and ownership, but ra ther  that a perrn;ir:c.ci ;%rid ~e::ccfui government gives 
man the opportunity- to eat the bread for - ~ b i c h  '2 t h i  r i3bcxed0 

The  question "Why bas J e s w  tax~g5t $ 1 : ;  ro p ~ a ; y  for  oi/T ---- - bread?"  i s  
superfluous. The question has  already bsen asked  +. anoth : ;~  form, n&:mely qu. 
244. "Why should w e  say  o u r  Father  3 r d  i r l , ~ t e r e d  l i t he  chlidren of God should 
p ray  with a.nd for one another-lnter.ces,c1.0rv pya-i,.;ex, 

An  old proverb says, "He who does s o t  ~ o r k  for. his bread robs his  
neighbor; he who does not pray- for his bread robs God. " P ~ a y e r  beloa,gs under 
the fourth Petition. Work belongs under the aevelot'lr, ~ c t ~ : ~ - r n a r ~ d m e n t ~  

J, j, J, J, J. ,I, -1, ,lrJr J, itr Jr Jr Jr Jr J, ,i, J, J, zi, d, ,*, .i, ,i, -7, .Jr ,.\i ,J- J, c.b 4 0  -7, 3, ..I, i t *  ..?, ,?E .f. -7, 
q. .I. #I. st. ,,. ,,. ,&. .,. HI. TI. q. q. #$\ MI% ,(. .,&. 'dl. ,*-' <&. #'% ..&. ,,% .,!. *,. . > ,.;. .-$. .q. ,*. -,. #,% ,.p -*> ,&* <$\ q. .&. 

The Seventh Commandment: Thou shaP1, not s tea i .  7,Ve ;$-t(-11,2d f ed r  and love God that 
we may not take our neighbor's money o r  p r o p e ~ t y  h u t  help him to improve and 
protect  his property and living! 

Comments: The word I1property!' iecfaldes mor,ey, goodk, l : ,~~d,  arid l iving c rea tu res  
which se rve  man, Only the f i r s t  two of these r z t e g o r i e ?  ~ h i ~ 3 . d  'be considered under 
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t h e  " ieventh  C,omrxandrne~t. Luther does this ,  using the phrase "Geld odi-r. Gut" in  
Germtan, sndUper-uniam aut bona" in  Latin. (See also the Large Catechism.) We 
should under ~'2nd l lgoodsl '  to mean inanimate objects which have beec improved by  

'l the %-.,'nor ~f n u n ,  Epheisians 49 28 ' !Let himthat stole, s teal  no more but rather le t  
I" him ?,tor, vtto rk.ing, w i t h  his harid s The thing which i s  good, that h e  may have to give - -- 

t o  hSrn that ce,:det%l, I '  

N a t  on;:-  ins of word and deed, but also sins of des i re  are forbidden by the 
Seve:~lh C:ornxis.~dment ( C  P H ?943 Catechism, qu. 66 ,  N. Po H. 1956 Catechism 

quo 9'?0 ) 

T' l ie~~efore  i t  would be in harmony with the Word of God and our Confessions to 
jay, " W e  shoulFl fear  and love God that we may not take nor des i re  to  take our ---- 
neighbor's mr)r.rlT 0 3 -  yoods, a o r  get it by false ware ~ i .  dealing, b u t  help him to 
improve arici p r o t r  ct'- h i s  goods and ixving. I '  

Y 

The Ninth Gornmandment: Tho14 Shalt not covet thy neighbor's house. W e  should 
f e a r  and love God, that we may not crafti ly seek to gain our neighbor's inheritance 
o r  home, nnr get  it by a show of r i g h t ,  but help and serve  him h ikeep ing  i t .  

Com.ments: La the r ' s  German for "inheritance o r  homes'  is "Erbe odead H a u s e o l '  His 
Latin is "hereditatem vel domum. In English i t  would be preferable to use 
Iinherita~nce o r  tmolsel' a s  in  G o  Po H,  I943 and N. P. He 1956, 

T h e  -word means something m o r e  than four w a l l s  and a li'oof, yet not 
ect i rely "snythix~g that belongs to our neighbor" a s  in C .  P. H. 1943, quo  70 and 
No I?, H, 1956 aj~i , ,  408. 

In t h e  B h l e  we find t h e  wor2 "houset1 in such passages as Luke 2 : 4 ,  "Jeseph 
w a s  of the house and lineage of Dabid ;" 2nd Isaiah 38.1 '!Set thme house xn order ;  for  
thou shalt die,  cj*ncl not Pive, (See also Matt. 23 .38 ,  2  Sam, l7:Z3, Genesis 9~27. ) 
In the srnaPi Catechism, Luther has rnost wonderfully introduced the word "inheritance 
as a, synonym and definition of "house", 

"inherita.ace o r  house" has both temporal  and eternal  significance. John 
14:i 91in rny f a the r ' s  house a r e  many n ~ a n s i o n s ,  ' I  Ephesians 5:5 Ifno covetous man, 
who  i s  a r  i d o l ~ t e r ,  hath any inheritancedin the kingdom of Christ  and of God. 

T h e  w a r d  " i ie idi l  i ~ l l o w s  llhouse" in the Hebrew and Greek text of Deuteronomy 
5:21 and in  the Greek Text of Exodus 20:17. This i s  reflected in the Large 
Ga,tech.ism in the definition of inheritznce o r  house, namely !'house and estate, land , - 
meado-w;" :a i h r g e  inheritance, seal estate ,  etc. ;" :a  cast le ,  city, duchy,  o r  any 
other gr2a.i- t'hi:>g0 Eand is also included in the Biblical references t.o ?'inheritance 
o r  koazse, j '  i.1 l%rumbers 2 6 : 5 3  "Writs - t h s R 2  the Eand shall  be divided for an 
i n k ~ e r i t ~ n c e ; ' '  and I Kings 21:1-3 where Nabothls vineyard i s  re fer red  t o  ;is his 
inber2tana:e. Lr Luke 12~13-16 "And one of the company said unto him, Master, - -- 
sge ;~k  to m y  " b ~ o t h e r ,  that he divide the inheritance wlith m e ,  And he said tinto him, 
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Man, who made me a judge o r  a divider over y-ox? And he s r id  unto them, Take 

heed, and beware of covetousness; for a man's life consisreth not in the abundance 
of the things which he possesseth.  And he spake a pzrakle u3to them, saying, The - 

ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifuil JT. " ln Hebrews 11:8 -10 "By -- 
faith Abraham, when he w a s  called to go out into 2 place -- whichhe should af ter  
receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he w a n t  out ? not knowing whither he went. 
By faith he sojourned in the ----- land of promise,  a s  i n  a s t raage country, dwelling in 

tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the he i rs  with him of the same promise;  F o r  he -- 
looked for a city which hath foundations, -*hose builder and maker i s  God. " 

The Ninth Commandment forbid2 the sin of d<;si.re, !'t spec~f ica l ly  mentions 

des i re .  Therefore Romans 7 ~ 7 .  "I had not krzov:n s ix ,  hue b y  the l a w ;  for I had not 

known lust ,  except the law had said,  Thou shalt riot covet. In the New Testament 

we see  that "He that hateth his brother  i s  a r n ~ r d e r e r "  and 1t7'Birdhoso looketh on a 
woman to lust  after h e r  hath already co-mrnitted adul tery w i t h  h e r  in hi s heart .  " 
1 John 3t15; Matt. 5:28. But already in the Old Testament in the prohibition of 
covetousness, i t  i s  taught that the des i re  to sin i s  also s i n .  

The NirLti- Co~nmandment forbids also tie sin of word and deed, not only 
to seek  to get, but also the very  getting and the ho:.d~r.g of that which i s  unlawfully 
gotten, -- 

Therefore i t  would be in harmony with the Word of God and our Confessions 
to say ,  "We should fear  and love God, that we may not craftily seek to get our  -- 
neighbor's inheritance, nor get i t  with a show of right,  bizt  h-elp and serve  h im in 

P 

keeping it ,  

The Tenth Commandment: Thou shalt  not cove1 : ; I .  !ieighbor1s wife, nor his manservant, 
nor h i s  maidservant,  nor n i s  catt le,  nor anyth~ng that  i s  his .  We should f ea r  and love 
God, that we may not estrange,  force o r  entlce a w z y  f rom our  neighbor his wife, 
servants ,  o r  cattle,  but urge them to s tay and do their duty. 

Comments: The phrase "anything that i s  h i s 1 '  c;n be understood in a wider sense 
and in a nar rower  sense. In the wider sense ,  i t  ~ r ~ 3 i ~ ; d  signify ail the property 
o r  possessions of the neighbor, namely ! r i , ( i .  goods, mopey and the service of 
living crea tures .  But - the consideration of money and goods belongs under the 
seventh commandment, and the consideration of land b e l u c g a  under the ninth com- 
mandment. In the narrower sense ,  the phrase "anytl3ing that i s  his" can be 
understood a s  meaning "et ce teraN o r  "And so forthu,  Konrad Dietrich in 
ttInstitutiones" a s  quoted by D. Meibohm in "The Differc.;lc c between the Ninth and 
the Tenth  commandment^^^ Lehre  U. Wehre, July 1315> CP. H. St. Louis, says 
that the phrase "anything that i s  his" means "other kinds a% the class a s  
those named." such a s  the man, the son, the daughter,  tbr c a l f ,  the s t e e r ,  the -. -... 
pig, the hog, o r  the goose, 

A s  the ninth commandment, so also the tenth commandment forbids the 
s in of des i r e ,  and this i s  w rthy of emphasis,  
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- 5  important to n ~ t e  t h a t  !?i: ~ ~ 0 ~ 6 s  of the @aterhii;;n, "e;;+r; -- - _ g e ,  force 
. * 

. in4 en:-c.e ' dye mords of action. I t  : e  incor rec t  to  limit oa r  u ~ d e r s t i r n d i n g  of 
--=- 

f'ni 4 rurnrn;rkdmeiii to "des i re . "  Act iaa  is  also indicated b y  Lu ther  in  the Large 
z-"---,- 

C ~ * e t h i . + m  w h e y ?  h e  wkites,  Itin jr;cl-~ rr case  where one by sorne ,;trzThgein takes ---- 
a n  2 3 ~  s r ich bride f r o m  another , ' '  and "It i s  not a r a r e  thing w i t h  t,, i h ~ ~ ' :  one ------ - 
e s t r i x g e s  o r   l lie nates anotherr  i -m; n-servant  o r  maid-servant, o r  eqirre.;  them - = -,- "---?A%. --= ----- '--=-*--- 

:%M d...j F3-y fl~jlt i- .r~%_'ig words,  ! I  

Book Review 

"Reve!;dsrfoq ;:Ad the B ib le?"  b y  (;&I-1 F. H. Henry, Baker Book, C x ~ n d  Rapids 6 ,  
M , PI-ic, i  $6. 0 0 .  (Orde r  f r o m  the Synod Book Store ,  B. L. C .  Manka,to. ) 

T. r i2& 44: 3 9 , t i& J v-ojlume is  descr ibed as a "Symposi~lm of C ~ r r t e m p s r ~ r y  Evangelical  
- .-l - 
I hcr,gbii '  or-: "ii-e rvruc,ia.l subject in  today's theological, debz,te, the arlthoritv of Scr lp-  

t -  Taj;~, :ntv-fs~~r international scholars ,  mos t  of ~7hom Seiiong f o the  D ~ , a t ~ h  Re - 
formed Chzrcki ia Holland and Am.e.ri:za,, Gut inclardinng a l s o  one Lutheran, D r .  3 ,  T,  
AValel!er of S i ,  I,C?Uis, give the e v a ~ g e i i c a l  viev, of such phases of the s-rrhb-ject as 
r e v e i ~  t i  on, ir:-;p":z~tion, the canon? .interpretation, arehaeologicai confj rmation, 
Biiirie,.al i . -v r t i c i sm,  the Unity of the Bible, etc, taking into account par;t,ictr%z:-1 the 
" X e o  orthodnXY1 &nd ITde -mythoksgistr~g!~ schools of thought, 'We may not ag ree  with 
aJ3 thi. w r i t e r s  on eve ry  s ta tement  o r  phase of the i r  presentations.  But w e  must  r e -  
m r * ~ r n e ~ a ~ k ~ . l :  -book highly to o u r p a r n r s  and to aP1. who take an i.nie4'iigen-t in te res t  in  
IT 3 I aeoIogy. s i r c e  i t  i s  the bes t  a s s w e r  yet ava3Eable to the modern attacks on Scrip- 
ture as the i ~ s p r r e d  word of Cod NOW that  the doctrine of Verhzl knspiration i s  
being a t t ~ c k e d  e v e n  witbin wo~l id  'T: e " c o ~ ~ b e r v a t i v e  Lutheranl" circ:ea, it i s  n e c e s s a r y  
frslr 1-rz:e E,'Prris"t~lns t o  a r m  themseives  wltli the Bihical answers  to the many insidious 
p e r ~ e r ~ i o n s  of fundamental doc$:rines which a r e  beiag advocated a s  t h e  " las t  word" 
i n  mode-rn i isc3c2ntif ir ,J3 thought on t h e  Bible,  "This voluru~e is  an i d  a.jptll - . :s le tool 
f o r  -xiel-;. r i ~ ~ i t i s r  a ~ . d  theological st.udent s incerely seeks to keep &breast  of the  
e ; u r . r e r = t ~  of ce l even t  Chris t ian t'hough.i;, It 5s for  the a l e r t  ekei;rch nlember who i s  
eager i o  b o ~ ? o r  Chr i s t  as the center  arrd end of all knowledge, W i t h  th-n we C O ~ C U S .  

6. (9. k. 
%?, *r, 4, d, -1, Je Jr sie JP - nw - - e,. 6 - st. *,- .p c*. *,* .,- *,. - - '- - 

Prom. the F d i l ( \ ? - s  

r-7  Lhe p ~ l l /  of O U T  pzstolgs taken during the month of June, r e g a r d ~ n g  the name of 
o ~ r  -pub.i.catiorl, hzthel-to cabled Clergy BulPetln", had the kollowmg r-esa1-t~: 

For,: "Synod Theological Magazine11 
1 1  'I Linthe r an  Synod Qua rl e rPy" 
I "Lutheran TbeoBog~cal Journal" 

7 votes 
2 5  " 
11 ' '  

A( co rd~;;gi) v6,e a r e  cal-ling t h ~ s ,  the iourth Issue,  "The Li~tlreei-an Synod Quart- 
e r  W e  :.rust, that this  name -a,-iil prove to be distinctive and  proper! y deser lpt ive,  
a.nd ~h2.1. s~" l~ fa+c&or j ry  to oa%B, 




